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Commodity Dollar Inappropriate 
As Basis For Rate-Making 


UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT hands down decision sustaining 
lower court's injunction of rate reduction order of Maryland Public Serv- 
ice Commission designed to reduce income of Chesapeake & Potomac 
Telephone Co. about $1,000,000 per year. Use of commodity price in- 
dices, in arriving at valuation for rate-making purposes, declared inap- 
propriate. Value of telephone company’s properties held not to be fairly 
or accurately reflected by abrupt alteration in the market. Case re- 
manded to the Maryland commission for further consideration 


indices in determining the 
value of properties of a public 

service corporation for rate-making 
purposes was held by a six-to-three 
lecision of the United States Su- 
preme Court, handed down June 3, 
to be “inappropriate.” The ruling 
sustains the injunction granted by 
the federal statutory court in May, 
1934, and invalidates the order is- 
sued by the Maryland Public Service 
Commission on November 28, 1933, 
lirecting the Chesapeake & Potomac 
Telephone Co. to file new rate sched- 
les which would reduce its net an- 
tual revenues on intrastate business 
about $1,000,000. 

The case is remanded to the com- 
mission for further consideration. 
The statutory court prohibited 
enforcement of the commission’s or- 
ler, holding it invalid and declaring 
t would result in confiscation of the 
ompany’s property. The case was 
‘ppealed directly from the statutory 
ourt to the supreme court. 

The opinion in this decision, which 
s expected to have a far-reaching 
‘fect upon utility rate regulation, 
was written by Justice Owen J. Rob- 
‘tts. The dissenting opinion was 
‘ritten by Justice Harlan F. Stone 


Tina USE of commodity price 






and was concurred in by Justices 
Louis D. Brandeis and Benjamin N. 
Cardoza. It asserted that the Mary- 
land commission had considered nec- 
essary factors in reaching its valua- 
tion upon which rates were based. 

All of the nine members of the 
court were present when Justice 
Roberts announced the decision. He 
expressed the court’s views in a 
firm, clear tone, seldom referring to 
the text of the decision. 

Justice Roberts said the Mary- 
land Public Service Commission con- 
sidered that “dollars are tokens of 
exchange value.”’ He added that the 
court was not satisfied with the use 
of commodity price indices to deter- 
mine the rate level. 


Lower Court Should Not 
Have Valued. the Property 


He said the opinion of the court 
declared the lower court should not 
have fixed the fair value of the prop- 
erty, but should have sent the case 
back to the commission. It stated 
the lower court had properly granted 
an injunction of the commission’s or- 
der. The effect of the decision is to 
leave the question of rates open and 
require further action by the com- 
mission. 


That regulatory body had used 
commodity prices, representing the 
changed purchasing power of the dol- 
lar, in determining the value of the 
property for rate-making purposes. 
The commission’s order was based on 
its belief that the depression start- 
ing in 1929, was more than a mere 
temporary slump in business activitv 
and was “a changed economic level.” 
It held that substantial reductions in 
utility rates were demanded to meet 
the needs of those whose income had 
been reduced. 

The company took the position 
that under existing law and consti- 
tutional property rights the high 
court could not be concerned with the 
question as to whether social justice 
required it to serve the public at 
rates below a fair and adequate re- 
turn. 

It was agreed that 85 per cent of 
the company’s business was intra- 
state. Using commodity prices as a 
part of its basis, the commission val- 
ued the company’s property at the 
beginning of 1934 for rate-making 
purposes at $32,600,000; the three- 
judge federal district court at $39,- 
541,000 and the company at $49,- 
722,816. 

The commission contended that the 
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company’s valuation would require, 
if accepted, an increase instead of a 
decrease in rates if granted the 
earnings it claimed. The court and 
the commission agreed that the com- 
pany was entitled to a return of 6 
per cent on its value. 

In attacking the evaluation meth- 
ods used, Justice Roberts said: 


Indices Not Prepared 
for Property Appraisal 


“This method is inappropriate for 
obtaining the value of a going tele- 
phone plant. An obvious objection 
is that the indices which are its 
basis were not prepared as an aid 
to the appraisal of property. They 
were intended merely to indicate 
price trends. 

Again, the wide variation of re- 
sults of the employment of different 
indices, already mentioned, impugns 
their accuracy as implements of ap- 
praisal. 

Sensible of this discrepancy, the 
commission attempted a _ rule-of- 
thumb corrective, by weighing the 
several indices upon a_ principle 
known only to itself, and thus ren- 
dered its process of valuation even 
more dubious and obscure.” 

Continuing, Justice Roberts as- 
serted that another defect in the 
method “is that the result is affected 
by sudden shifts in price levels.” He 
added: 

“Tt is true that any just valuation 
must take into account changes in 
the level of prices. We have, there- 
fore, held that where the present 
value of property devoted to the pub- 
lic service is in excess of original 
cost, the utility company is not lim- 
ited to a return on cost. 

Conversely, if the plant has de- 
preciated in value, the public should 
not be bound to allow a return meas- 
ured by investments. Of course, the 
amount of that investment is to be 
considered along with appraisal of 
the property as presently existing, in 
order to arrive at a fair conclusion 
as to present value, for actual cost, 
reproduction cost and all other ele- 
ments affecting value are to be given 
their property weight in the final 
conclusion.” 

“But it is to be remembered,” the 
high court justice continued, “that 
such a property as that here under 
consideration is a great integrated 
aggregate of many and diverse ele- 
ments; is not primarily intended for 
sale in the market, but for devotion 
to the public use now and for the 
indefinite future; and has, so far as 
its market value is concerned, no real 
resemblance to a bushel of wheat or 
a ton of iron. 

“For in its essence this is the sort 


of aggregate whose value is not 
fairly or accurately reflected by such 
abrupt alteration in the market. A 
public service corporation ought not, 
therefore, in a rate proceeding, to be 
permitted to claim to the last ‘dollar 
an increased value consequent upon 
a sudden and precipitate rise in spot 
prices of material or labor. No more 
ought the value attributable to its 
property to be depressed by a similar 
decline in the price level. 

The established principle is that, 
as the due-process clauses safe- 
guard private property against a 
taking for public use without just 
compensation, neither nation nor 
state may acquire the use of pri- 
vately owned property without just 
compensation. When the property 
itself is taken by the exertion of the 
power of eminent domain, just com- 
pensation is its value at the time of 
the taking. 

So, where by legislation prescrib- 
ing rates or charges the use of the 
property is taken, just compensa- 
tion assured by these constitutional 
provisions is a reasonable rate of 
return upon that value.” 

Justice Roberts said the price 
commodity indices used by the com- 
mission were never intended as in- 
struments of appraisal for physical 
property. He stated that the owners 
of property are entitled to have the 
benefit of values at the time the 
value of the property is made for 
rate-making purposes. 

He asserted that the commission 
had used commodity price indices 
made at a time of the lowest prices 
in recent years. Such prices cannot 
be used by regulatory commissions, 
he said, adding that the owners of 
such properties are not entitled to 
the highest price level. 


The Dissenting Opinion 


Reading the dissenting opinion, 
Justice Stone defended the use of 
standard price indices, saying they 
were very trustworthy. He said the 
court should not interfere with the 
decision of the state unless confisca- 
tion were clearly shown. 

All of the figures given embrace 
both intrastate and interstate busi- 
ness, but the parties stipulated that 
in respect of value, expense and in- 
come, the former represented 85 per 
cent, and the latter 15 per cent of 
the total. 

As the commission dealt with the 
property as a whole, the parties, 


their witnesses and the district court 
found it convenient to do so, having 
in mind the fact that in the final re- 
sult only 85 per cent of the amounts 
involved reflected intrastate business, 
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and the commission’s order must be 
limited accordingly. 

The text of the supreme 
ruling follows, in part: 

“Early in 1933, the Maryland Pub- 
lic Service Commission undertook 
an investigation of the rates and 
charges of the Chesapeake & Po. 
tomac Telephone Co. of Baltimore, 
After extended hearings, it entered 
an order November 28, 1933, direct- 
ing the company to put into effect 
January 1, 1934, reductions in its 
rates, sufficient to diminish annual 
net income by $1,000,000. 

The company filed a bill in the dis- 
trict court for temporary and final 
injunction; the application for inter- 
locutory relief was heard by a court 
of three judges. A stipulation was 
made that the cause should be 
treated as upon final hearing and a 
decree was entered enjoining en- 
forcement of the order. This appeal 
challenges the court’s action. 

The commission determined the 
value of the property at December 
31, 1932, as $32,621,190; estimated 
the net revenue for 1934 as $3,353, 
793; allowed for reasonable return 
6 per cent on value—$1,957,271— 
which the estimated revenue would 
exceed by $1,396,522. In view of the 
rise of the general price level during 
1933, however, the commission re- 
quired a reduction of but $1,000,000. 

In computing net income, the com- 
mission accepted all the company’s 
figures for current expense, except 
the annual allowance for deprecia- 
tion; the amount claimed under this 
head being $2,173,000, and the sum 
allowed, $1,720,724. The company 
insisted on a 74% per cent return. 


urt’s 


Controversy Revolved 
Around Three Matters 


“The controversy in the district 
court revolved around three matters 
—value, annual depreciation expense 
and rate of return. The court found 
the value of the property to be $39,- 
541,921, the necessary depreciation 
expense $2,000,000, the probable net 
return under the commission’s order 
$1,724,005, or at the rate of 4% per 
cent, as against 6 per cent, which the 
court held was the limit below which 
the return could not be reduced with- 
out confiscation. 

For similar reasons, and with a 
similar reservation, we shall pursue 
the same course. For the purpose 
of this proceeding the commission’s 
order, therefore, is to be considered 
as requiring a diminution of income 
from intrastate operations by $850,- 
000 rather than $1,000,000. 

In 1916, the commission valued the 
property and prescribed rates. In 
1923, the company applied for an in- 
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crease. The commission after a hear- 
ing fixed value at approximately book 
cost and refused to permit the rates 
to be raised. 

The district court, pursuant to a 
pill fixed by the company, found the 
actual value exceeded book value by 
some $6,000,000 and enjoined the 
commission from enforcing the cur- 
rent rates. The commission ac- 
quiesced in the decision and passed 
an order adopting the court’s finding 
of value and establishing new rates. 
So the matter stood until the initia- 
tion of the present investigation. 


Company’s Books Show Cost 


“The company’s books accurately 
show installations and retirement of 
plant, and from them historical cost 
is ascertained to be $50,125,278 as of 
December 31, 1933, with a deprecia- 
tion reserve of $11,483,357. 

The commission made no appraisal 
of the physical plant and property, 
but attempted to determine present 
value by translating the dollar value 
of the plant as it was found by the 
district court in the earlier case on 
December 31, 1923, plus net addi- 
tions in dollar value in each subse- 
quent year, into an equivalent of dol- 
lar value at December 1, 1932. 

Its theory was this: Value sig- 
nifies in rate regulation the invest- 
ment in dollars on which a utility is 
entitled to earn. The dollars when 
invested were free units of exchange 
value, having an earning significance 
then and now only because they are 
such units of exchange. 

When invested they represented in 
the plant so many poles, miles of 
wires and other items of equipment; 
on the other hand, the same dollar 
units then represented certain quan- 
tities of government bonds, apart- 
ment houses, automobiles, food and 
services, etc. The dollars invested in 
the company’s plant had no value 
unless they were exchangeable for 
other requirements and desires of 
the stockholders, and the correspond- 
ing requirements and desires of all 
persons who use the dollar as a 
measure of value. 

Thus a regulating body, in finding 
value, must find a number of uni- 
versal units of earning power and 
purchasing power—that is, ex- 
changeable dollars invested in place 
of present exchangeable dollars. How 
shall the relation be ascertained? 


Thought It Found 
Answer in Indices 


“The commission thought it found 
the answer in commodity indices, 


prepared to show price trends. It 
selected 16 of these, one covering as 
as 784 commodities, 


many falling 





into different classes, and weighted 
for averaging; others much less com- 
prehensive; and its witness calcu- 
lated by the use of each index the 
reduction in value of the company’s 
assets considered as a conglomerate 
mass of dollar value from 1923, or 
subsequent date of acquisition, to 
1932. 

As might be expected, the results 
varied widely; the lowest value found 








“But it is to be remembered that 
such a property as that here under 
consideration is a great integrated 
aggregate of many and diverse ele- 
ments; is not primarily intended 
for sale in the market, but for de- 
votion to the public use now and 
for the indefinite future; and has, 
so far as its market value is con- 
cerned, no real resemblance to a 
bushel of wheat or a ton of iron. 

For in its essence this is the sort 
of aggregate whose value is not 
fairly or accurately reflected by 
such abrupt alteration in the mar- 
ket. A public service corporation 
ought not, therefore, in a rate pro- 
ceeding, to be permitted to claim to 
the last dollar an increased value 
consequent upon a sudden and pre- 
cipitate rise in spot prices of mate- 
rial or labor. No more ought the 
value attributable to its property be 
depressed by a similar decline in 
the price level.”—Justice Owen B. 
Roberts in United States Supreme 
Court decision on June 3, 1935. 








by the use of any index was $24,- 
983,624; the highest $36,056,408— 
48 per cent higher. 

The commission then weighted 
these 16 indices upon a principle not 
disclosed, giving them weights of 
from one to four, and thus got a di- 
visor of 31 for the total obtained by 
adding the weighted results of all. 
This gave what the commission 
styled its ‘fair value index,’ which 
it applied to the 1923 value of the 
property then owned, and to cost of 
all net additions in subsequent years, 
to obtain value as of 1932. 

The result, after adding some 
$660,000 for working capital, was a 
rate base of $32,621,190. The com- 
pany submitted proof of estimated 
reproduction cost and accrued de- 
preciation. The commission exam- 
ined, and criticized this evidence, but 
none was offered in opposition, and 
the valuation was based squarely on 
the figures obtained by the use of its 
index.” 

In seeking the intervention of the 
courts to enjoin the order of the 
commission, the Chesapeake & Po- 
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tomac Telephone Co. took exception 
to the method used by that body in 
estimating the present value of its 
property on the commodity price in- 
dex of the United States Department 
of Labor. It charged that this was 
an attempt to fasten the commodity 
dollar on the company. It also con- 
tended that even on the basis of that 
index, conditions have so improved 
since the beginning of 1933 that the 
commission should be obliged to take 
the new value into consideration. 

The commission’s investigation of 
the rates and charges of the Chesa- 
peake & Potomac company was in- 
stituted, on its own motion, on Janu- 
ary 19, 1933, and hearings were be- 
gun May 2, about 31% months later. 
Informal negotiations were had with 
the telephone company with a view 
of securing a voluntary reduction in 
rates, but without success. 


Company’s View of Indices 


The company contended that the 
falling off in its revenue more than 
offset the effect of any decrease in 
the value of its property, such as 
might be indicated by the use of in- 
dex numbers and, moreover, that in- 
dices applying to the company’s par- 
ticular property would not indicate 
any decline whatever. 

The commission was not convinced, 
however, of the soundness of the 
company’s position and ordered a 
formal hearing in the matter. The 
cost of the company’s property as of 
December 31, 1932, less depreciation 
and going concern value, as shown on 
the company’s books was $39,760,- 
603. The company at this time 
claimed the reproduction cost new, 
less depreciation, of its property was 
$48,144,672, on which it was en- 
titled to a return of 7% per cent. 
This would amount to $3,610,850, or 
$774,074 more than its actual operat- 
ing income for 1932. 


The commission applied standard 
index numbers to the valuation pre- 
viously found in order to arrive at a 
present-day value of the company’s 
properties and computed its net earn- 
ings on the valuation thus indicated 
in order to obtain the rate of return 
on what could, for all practical pur- 
poses, be regarded as present-day 
value. 


By application of the commodity 
dollar price index, the commission 
found the reproduction cost new, less 
depreciation, of the telephone com- 
pany’s property to be $33,210,000 
and that the average value of the 
property in service in 1933 was $32,- 
498,094. It, accordingly placed a 
value upon the company’s property 
for rate-making purposes of $32,- 
621,190. 









It was agreed, upon the institution 
of this rate investigation, that index 
numbers should be used both by the 
telephone company and the commis- 
sion in arriving at a present-day 
valuation. 

In attempting to trend to a pres- 
ent-day basis the value of the prop- 
erty of the Chesapeake & Potomac 
Telephone Co. for rate-making pur- 
poses,. the commission took as a base 
the value found by the federal court 
as of December 31, 1923. Deduct- 
ing working capital, left a value of 
$35,147,912. This was trended by 
the commission to 67.4 per cent of 
value, or $23,689,693. 

Additions Made to 

Company’s Property 

The net additions made during 
1924 were trended to 68.2 per cent 
of actual cost; 1925 additions to 
68.4 per cent; 1926 additions to 70 
per cent; 1927 additions to 72.6 per 


cent; 1928 additions to 71.8 per 
cent; 1929 additions to 72.7 per 
cent; 1930 additions to 77.6 per 
cent; 1931 additions to 86.4 per 
cent. The additions made in 1932 


were permitted to be added at 100 
per cent. This left a present value, 
before depreciation, of $39,928,413. 

The depreciation reserve as of De- 
cember 31, 1923, was_ likewise 
trended by the commission to 67.4 
per cent. The depreciation charges 
for the subsequent years were, re- 
spectively, trended at the same per- 
centages as the fixed capital addi- 
tions. In this manner the commis- 
sion arrived at a rate base, as of 
December 31, 1932, of $33,210,000. 

The following excerpts from the 


commission’s rate order of Novem- 
ber 28, 1933, give some idea of the 
manner in which basic price trends 
were used in ascertaining the pres- 
ent-day value of the telephone prop- 
erty under investigation: 

“Of 16 basic price trends sub- 
mitted by people’s counsel, five were 
based upon commodity prices, five 
upon cost of building construction, 
two upon prices of building mate- 
rials, one upon wages in Baltimore 
and vicinity, one upon a weighted 
combination of prices of a number 


of elements very different in char- 
acter such as commodities, retail 
food, rent, clothing, fuel, freight, 


real estate, stocks and bonds, ma- 
chinery, automobiles, wages, etc., and 
one upon cost of telephone and tele- 
graph lines owned by railroad com- 
panies. These indices are presented 
to indicate (1) present fair value; 
(2) reproduction cost, and (3) the 
purchasing power of income. 

; To this end, people’s counsel 
submitted, through the chief auditor 
of the commission, Charles W. 
Smith, a number of exhibits show- 
ing the results of applying sepa- 
rately, and in certain combinations, 
various price trends which Mr. 
Smith testified the commission ought 
to consider in reaching a conclusion 
as to the present-day fair value of 
the property. 

Some of the trends, he thought, 
were indicative of reproduction cost, 
while others were more indicative of 
value in general or the relative pur- 
chasing power of the dollar. The 
value found by the court as of De- 
cember 31, 1923, and the cost of net 
additions to fixed capital in subse- 





These Four London Telephone Girls Were Winners in the Semi-Finals of the Contest 
Conducted by the British Post Office Department to Find the Sweetest Voice to Give 


Out the Time Over the Telephone in London (see 


“Telephony” of May 25, page 17). 


The Girl Finally Chosen as Having the Most Pleasing Voice Over the Telephone Will 


Be Called Upon to Make Phonograph Records for Permanent Service in Repeating the 
Irene Parker, Ivy Dunne, Elsie 


Time Whenever a Subscriber Calls. 
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Left to Right: 
Humber and Ethel Cain. 
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quent years were expressed in value 
as of December 31, 1932, by separate 
application of each trend. 

The commission has given careful 
consideration to all of Mr. Smith’s 
exhibits and his testimony in expla- 
nation of the significance of the vari- 
ous index numbers which were used. 
We are persuaded that each of the 
price trends submitted does reflect 
an influence in the determination of 
the average purchasing power of the 
dollar as of any particular date, 
though all such influences are not 
equally potent. 

We believe that fair value of a 
public utility property such as this, 
for rate-making purposes, should and 
does trend directly with the average 
purchasing power of the dollar and 
that a trend or series of index num- 
bers to indicate fair value with a 
high degree of accuracy can be de- 
veloped by combining the several 
trends offered by Mr. Smith in such 
a manner as to give reasonable con- 
sideration to the influence that each 
reflects upon the average purchasing 
power of the dollar from year to 
year. 

The commission has attempted to 
develop such a trend from Mr. 
Smith’s exhibits, including an ex- 
hibit based upon Western Electric 
Co. prices which Mr. Smith developed 
from company exhibit No. 47, after 
disregarding increases of prices sub- 
sequent to the year 1929 and the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
trend applying particularly to tele- 
phone and telegraph properties 

Of all the index number in general 
use the most widely used are those 
of the All Commodities Index of the 
United States Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, which is the official price in- 
dex of the United States. It has 
been used in this case by people’s 
counsel and by the chief auditor, 
first, because it is believed to re- 
flect accurately the change in the 
general price level and, to a large 
extent, the change in the value of the 
dollar; and, secondly, because in this 
particular case it probably repre- 
sents reproduction cost of the tele- 
phone company property as well. 

This index number when applied 
to the property of the company 
shows a decrease, but the decrease 
is conservative. The company ob- 
jects to the use of this index on the 
ground that the property of the com- 
pany includes items not in the index 
and the index includes items not in 
the company’s property; that the 
items in the company’s property do 
not appear in the same proportion 
in which they appear in the index, 
and that the index does not include 
labor.” 
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U. S. Association Proposes 





Changes in FCC Accounting System 


MODIFICATION of company classification asked in statement 
filed with Telephone Division of FCC by national association. 
Change from actual cost to original cost held unreasonable and 
contrary to essentials of honest accounting. Exceptions taken to 
other provisions of the system of accounts and request made 
that effective date be postponed to January 1, 1937, so companies 
and commissions can adjust themselves to any changes 


the United States Independent 

Telephone Association on May 
25, with the Telephone Division of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission relative to the changes in the 
system of accounts for Class A and B 
companies which are scheduled to be- 
come effective January 1, 1936, and 
copies thereof were mailed to mem- 
bers of the association under date of 
May 27. 

In a letter accompanying copies of 
the memorandum, President F. B. 
MacKinnon, of Chicago, urges asso- 
ciation members to give it very care- 
ful reading and follow it up with 
suggestions to their respective state 
commissions, particularly with refer- 
ence to the change from actual cost 
to the accounting company to the 
cost to the original owner of the 
property. 

Representatives of the national 
association and others interested 
parties had a conference with the 
FCC on May 16 and 17 regarding 
these changes in the system of ac- 
counts but inasmuch as no record was 
made of any statements or questions 
and answers, the association availed 
itself of the opportunity of filing a 
written statement of its arguments 
regarding several of the changes or- 
dered. 

Mr. MacKinnon’s letter to associa- 
tion members relative to this state- 
ment follows in part: 

“We have already suggested that 
your state commission be asked to 
grant the telephone companies an op- 
portunity to discuss the accounting 
system with them before they adopt 
the FCC order. We think there 


A MEMORANDUM was filed by 


should be uniformity between state 
and federal commissions, and that 


the federal commission order should 
not go into effect until all state com- 
missions have had opportunity to 
give careful consideration to the 
changes and express their opinions 
formally to the federal commission. 

There was so little time granted 
the companies to consider the radical 
changes in the accounts that we were 
greatly handicapped at the confer- 
ence on the 16th and 17th because 
our accounting committee was not 
prepared to discuss many of the 
changes and few of the accountants 
of our member companies had com- 
municated with the accounting com- 
mittee. We urge you to let us know 
to what changes in the accounts you 
object other than the ones we have 
covered in our memorandum, and 
whether you agree with us on the 
points covered. 


Companies Affected 
by FCC Accounting 


“While you may not be directly 
subject to the federal commission, 
you will be affected directly by the 
adoption by your state commission 
of the federal commission’s system of 
accounts. This, therefore, is a matter 
of very great importance to you and 
deserves your immediate attention.” 

The association, in its statement to 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mision, takes exception to the classi- 
fication set forth in general instruc- 
tion No. 1 of FCC and recommends 
that the classification of companies 
be modified so that the basis shall be 
the operating revenue of the largest 
exchange operated by the company. 
It presents strong arguments to 
prove the unreasonableness of the 
section of the FCC accounting order 
providing for the substitution of 
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original cost for actual cost to the 
accounting company. 

Says the statement: “The mem- 
bers of the association believe that 
this requirement is contrary to all 
the essentials of honest accounting, 
and whether there be a few transac- 
tions that will be involved or whether 
there will be many, the fundamental 
principle of accuracy in accounting 
should be adhered to.” 

The association directs attention 
to the lack of clarity in the “work 
orders” and asserts its belief that 
less elaborate systems might be 
adopted which will accomplish the 
purpose intended. It takes exception 
to instruction 2-B.1 and also the 
further subdivision of plant and 
maintenance accounts. 

In conclusion the association asks 
that in view of the importance of the 
changes and the probable perma- 
nency of the system of accounts that 
the effective date be postponed from 
January 1, 1936, to January 1, 1937, 
so that adequate time will be given 
the companies and the commission 
to adjust themselves to whatever 
changes are to become effective. 


Association’s Full Statement 


The statement follows in full: 

“Owing to the short time given the 
companies between the issuance of the 
order of May 1, 1935, prescribing the 
system of accounts and the conference 
on the 16th, the association did not file 
detailed exceptions to a number of the 
changes made in the present system of 
accounts by the commission’s order. 
Due to the widely-scattered membership 
of the association and the consequent 
difficulty of obtaining a composite opin- 
ion as to the exceptions to be taken to 
the system of accounts, the association 








was necessarily general in the excep- 
tions which it filed, which were as fol- 
lows: 


First: To the classification set forth 
in general instruction No. 1, as pre- 
scribed by the system of accounts, as 
many of the class A and B Independent 
companies are merely aggregations of 
small exchanges, including in some in- 
stances one exchange of moderate size. 
Yet, these companies under the classi- 
fication are required to comply with the 
accounting regulations applicable only 
to companies operating large size ex- 
changes. 

Second: To all sections of the sys- 
tem of accounts in which original cost 
is required to replace actual cost to the 
accounting company. 

Third: To all sections of the system 
of accounts that require items in the 
property accounts, such as account No. 
278, to be transferred to account No. 
100.4, Telephone Plant Acquisition Ad- 
justment. 

Fourth: To all sections requiring 
the transfer of any item already re- 
corded in accordance with the system 
of accounts now in effect. 

In the discussions at the 
on May 16 and 17, the representatives 
of the endeavored to 
phasize these four points and, in 


conference 
association em- 
addi- 
tion, urged (as it has urged at all con- 
and the account- 
ing system by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and at the hearing held by 
the Telephone Division of the 
on November 16, 
should be 


ferences hearings on 


Commu- 
nications Commission 
1934) that as great a 
simplicity as possible in the accounting 
system and uniformity between the re- 
quirements of the state and federal com- 
missions. 


there 


Simpicity is necessary if the compa- 
the Independent group 
with the accounting 


ments without being burdened by those 


nies of are to 


comply require- 
requirements, and uniformity is neces- 
sary to avoid duplication and the con- 
sequent burden upon 
companies. 

In connection with the argument for 
simplicity, the association directs your 
attention to the first of its exceptions, 
and urges that the classification of com- 
panies as prescribed in instruction No. 
1 of the system of accounts under dis- 
modified so that the classi- 
fication of the companies shall be based 
upon the character of the company 
rather than upon the amount of its op- 
erating revenue. 

A company operating a large ex- 
change requires for its own information 
detailed accounting, while a company 
made up of small exchanges requires no 


the accounting 


cussion be 


more than is needed by the manage- 
ment of a single small exchange. Con- 
sequently, a company made up of a 


group of small exchanges should not be 
required to keep the detailed accounts 
needed by the operator of large ex- 
changes. Therefore, the classification 
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of the companies should be modified. 

Were it not advisable to take into 
consideration comparative statistics, we 
would suggest that the classification be 
based upon the size of the largest ex- 
change operated by a company and the 
measurement of that size by the num- 
ber of company-owned stations. But in- 
asmuch as statistics are based upon the 
classification of companies by operating 
revenues, we suggest that the classifica- 
tion be modified so that the basis shall 
be the operating revenue of the largest 
exchange operated by the company. We, 
therefore, suggest that general instruc- 
tion No. 1 be modified to read 
lows: 


as fol- 


Classification of Companies— 

(a) For the purpose of this system 
of accounts, telephone companies are 
divided into two classes, as follows: 

Class A. Companies having in 
any one exchange area average an- 
nual operating revenues exceeding 
$100,000. 

Class B. Companies having in 
any one exchange area average an- 
nual operating revenues exceeding 
$50,000, but not more than $100,000. 
(b) Class A companies shall keep all 

the accounts of this system of accounts, 
which are applicable to their affairs. 

(c) Class B companies shall keep all 
the accounts of this system of accounts, 
which are applicable to their affairs, 
except that their accounts for operating 
revenues and operating expenses may 
be kept under the accounts of the con- 
densed classification provided for here- 
in. 

(d) No uniform system of accounts 
has been prescribed for companies hav- 
ing in any one exchange area average 
annual operating revenues not exceed- 
ing $50,000. 


In the opinion of the association, the 
classification the reason- 
able and practical one applicable to the 
industry. This classification will re- 
lieve many of the companies whose 
character is such that they should not 
and cannot well comply with the de- 
tailed accounting of the existing ac- 
counts as prescribed. 

In its second, third and fourth 
ceptions, the argument was directed to- 
ward the change in accounting required 
by the system of accounts from actual 
cost to the accounting company to the 
cost to the original owner of the prop- 


suggested is 


ex- 


erty, as defined in the system of ac- 
counts under definition S.1. The asso- 
ciation maintains the fundamental 


principle of accounting is accuracy in 


recording the transactions of the ac- 
counting company. 
The commission, through the pre- 


scribed system of accounts, in effect or- 
ders the accounting company to ‘doctor’ 
its books and to replace the entry which 
records the actual transaction by an en- 
try recording the transactions of some 
prior company or owner, which entry, 
if it cannot be based upon actual records 
of that prior owner, is to be based upon 
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an estimate made by the acco ing 
company. The members of the associa- 
tion believe that this requirement js 
contrary to all the essentials of honest 
accounting; and whether there be few 
transactions that will be involved or 
whether there will be many, the funda- 
mental principle of accuracy in a int- 
ing should be adhered to. 


The principal proponent of t! So- 
called ‘original cost’ theory (the air- 
man of the New York Public Service 
Commission) in a statement made at 
the hearing by the Telephone Division 
on November 16, 1934, said: 

the fixed capital accounts 


which are to be depreciated ought to 
show the original cost of the property 
and not some other cost, not value, and 
not purchase price, because the system 
contemplates that the amounts in the 


fixed capital accounts shall be amor- 
tized over the life of the property. 
(Transcript, p. 26.) 


words, 
for 


In other the purpose of the 
requirement the accounting com- 
pany to change its records to the rec- 
ords of some other prior organization 
take from the company 
its property subject to depreciation and 
thereby prevent the company setting up 
depreciation for that property. Cer- 
tainly, the purpose is not to obtain an 
accurate record of the accounting com- 
pany’s transactions, but is to cause the 


is to some of 


company’s books to show entries upon 
which some regulatory body may base 
its orders in connection with rate cases 
The association maintains that 
fundamentally wrong. 

In paragraph (c) of section 213 of the 
Communications Act of 1934, the commis- 
sion is granted the authority of requir- 
ing a telephone company subject to that 
section of the act, to file a statement 
of the ‘original cost’ as defined 
tion 1, of any of the property owned or 
used by the telephone company. This, 
however, in the nature of a 
report to be used in connection with 
valuation and is not the cost and value 
of the carrier’s property which the Con- 
gress has ordered in paragraph (a) ol 
section 219 shall be shown in detail in 
the annual report. 

Should the accounts of any company 
be altered to meet the ‘original cost’ re 
quirements of the system of 
as prescribed, the company will be un- 
able to comply with this order of the 
Congress that it shall report the cost to 
it and value of its property. The com- 
mission can obtain from the company, 
either by a research in records—if rec 
ords are available—or by engineering 
estimates, the so-called ‘original cost’ as 
required in the valuation section; but 
we submit that the commission has 00 
authority to require a company (t0 
change its records to those of some 
prior organization. 


this is 


in sec- 


is to be 


accounts 
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ior to and since the adoption of the 


sysiem of accounts by the Interstate 
Coimmerce Commission in 1913, tele- 
phone companies have kept their ac- 


counts on actual cost basis. If any com- 
pany has not complied with this regula- 
tion of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission and has made improper entries 
that show the plant 
than actual cost to the account- 
ing company, such as through the value 
placed upon securities used in the pur- 
hase of property, or through ‘write-up’ 
by transactions through affiliated cor- 
porations, the commission can cause a 


costs on a basis 


other 


correction of such entries that are in 
violation of the accounting order, with- 
out requiring the restatement of those 
accounts upon the basis of the records 
of some predecessor company 

In addition to these objections in 
principle to the requirement that a com- 
shall modify its permanent rec- 
ords and thus violate the fundamental 
principle of accuracy in accounting, we 


pany 


submit the following suggestions in con- 
nection with the accounting involved in 
complying with the requirement: 

(a) Insofar as instructions pertaining 
to the foregoing relate to the adjust- 
ment of present balance sheet accounts 
to conform to the ‘original cost’ thereof 
as defined in the accounting system, we 
find the application of the rule impossi- 
le under the group plan of accounting 
for plant items or units. The identity 
of poles, wire, subsets and other parts 
of the outside 
lost, and no possible method 
which might be used to segregate and 
identify items of property which may 
have been acquired at some prior period 
from another organization. It might be 
possible in some identify 
buildings and central office equipment, 
ut beyond that possibility the rule is 
absolutely impossible to follow. 

Moreover, in view of the impossibility 
of determining the actual ‘original cost’ 
figures for such property as may be 
applicable, the commission requires 
that an estimate be made of such ‘orig- 
inal cost.” This procedure would re- 
sult in indefinite and inaccurate figures 
on the balance sheet. 


iY 


(b) In eases where an adjustment of 


distribution 
there is 


system is 


instances to 


ooks to conform to the original cost 
asis would require any appreciable 
sum to be set aside in the Telephone 
Plant Acquisition Adjustment Account 


100.4, the balance sheet will indicate a 
het plant total which will be mislead- 
ing. 

Where stocks and bonds have been 
issued by a company prior to the trans- 
fer of the plant accounts in accordance 
with this requirement, an erroneous 


conclusion as to the financial condition 
of the company might be drawn much 
to its detriment. 

We would call attention here also to 


the hazard which such practice might 
invoke in the event that the company 
desired additional securities for financ- 
ing extension to its existing property. 
(c) The requirement that any differ- 
ence existing between ‘original cost’ net 
and the amount paid for acquired prop- 
erty should be amortized appears to be 
entirely unreasonable, both from the ac 
counting and practical viewpoint. To 
follow such theory to its conclusion can 
only mean that any amount paid differ- 
ent from the so-called ‘original cost’ of 





COMING 
CONVENTIONS 


West Virginia Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Waldo Hotel, 
Clarksburg, June 13 and 14. 

Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion of Washington, Spokane, 
June 21 and 22. 


Association of American Rail- 
roads, Telegraph and Telephone 
Section, Hotel Stevens, Chicago, 
June 25, 26 and 27. 

The Illinois Telephone Associa- 
tion, Hotel Pere Marquette, 
Peoria, November 14 and 15. 











such property is either a gain or loss to 
the purchasing company. 

For example, a property may be ac- 
quired which was built during a high 
level of construction prices which may 
have the same operating revenue possi- 
bilities as one which may have been 
constructed during a low level of prices. 
This difference in construction cost 
could conceivably be from 15 per cent 
to as much as 50 per cent. 

Under the theory proposed, even 
though the revenue possibilities were 
the same in both instances and the 
price paid was on the basis of current 
value prices, there would be on the one 
hand a loss and on the other a gain as 
a result of the transaction. 

In addition to these suggestions rela- 
tive to the ‘original cost’ theory and the 
accounting involved in connection with 
it, we submit the following: 

(1) Work ORDERS. 

As to the work order system required 
as set forth in instruction 26, we believe 
that these requirements are not suffi- 
ciently clear and that perhaps their in- 
terpretation would result in a system 
too rigid to meet the conditions of the 
operating company. It is our recom- 
mendation that the commission require, 
in a general way, that sufficient records 
and data be kept by the companies to 
permit of a complete and thorough 
analysis of all plant accounting entries 
concerning the primary plant accounts. 
We believe that less elaborate systems 
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might be adopted which will furnish ac- 
curate results and accomplish the pur- 
pose intended. 

(2) THe Use or ‘ORIGINAL Cost’ AS A 
BAsIs FoR SALVAGE OF ITEMS OF PLANT 
RECOVERED. 

This requirement is referred to un- 
der the text of account 122 and instruc- 
tion 3-S.1. 

For the reason set forth in our dis- 
cussion of the rule requiring that ‘orig- 
inal cost’ be used as a basis for plant 
account entries, this requirement is not 
practical of application. This again re- 
quires in almost every case an estimate 
of the ‘original cost. The expense of 
applying the rule together with the fact 
that estimates would be substituted for 
more accurate figures would seem to be 
sufficient reason for discarding 
rule. 

(3) INSTRUCTION 2-B.1 REQUIRING Pay- 
MENTS BY THE COMPANY IN EXCESS OF 
AND REASONABLE CHARGES SHALI 
Be CHARGED IN AccouNT 323—MISCEL- 
LANEOUS INCOME CHARGES, OR ACCOUNT 
413—-MISCELLANEOUS DEBITs TO SURPLUS. 

In the first place, an item approved 
for payment by the officers of the com- 
pany is evidence of its reasonableness, 
according to their judgment; otherwise 
the expenditures would not be made. 
Likewise, receipts and revenues with 
executive approval appear to be suffi- 
cient evidence of reasonableness. We 
believe that such a requirement has no 
place in an accounting system. 


this 


JusT 


(4) FurTHER SUBDIVISION OF PLANT 
AND MAINTENANCE ACCOUNTS, PRINCI- 
PALLY THE CABLE ACCOUNTS IN THE 


PRIMARY ACCOUNT GROUP AND THE MAIN- 
TENANCE Accounts 602.1 To 602.7. 

Practical experience has shown that 
too much refinement in the matter of 
division of primary accounts and main- 
tenance accounts makes for inaccuracy. 
These accounts are added to and sub- 
tracted from on the basis of informa- 
tion received on the work reports by 
the plant employes. The requirement 
adds labor and expense, we believe, 
without accomplishing any benefit from 
an accounting standpoint. 

In conclusion, the association believes 
that insufficient time has been given the 
companies in which to consider the 
changes in the accounts and to discuss 
them with the members of the telephone 
division and its representatives in 
charge of accounting, either at confer- 
ences or at a formal hearing. The as- 
sociation asks, therefore, in view of 
the importance of the changes and 
the probable permanency of the system 
of accounts that the effective date be 
postponed from January 1, 1936, to 
January 1, 1937, so that adequate time 
will be given the companies and the 
state commissions to adjust themselves 
to whatever changes are to become ef- 
fective.” 
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Here and There 


In Telephone Work 


Sales Campaign Uses 
Chain Letter Idea 


The Oklahoma division of the West- 
ern Telephone Corp., with headquarters 
in Kansas City, Kans., has adapted the 
popular chain letter idea to its cam- 
paign for new station orders, according 
to J. B. Haley, general manager of the 
company. The following is a copy of 
one of the letters sent out: 

“JOIN THE ‘CHAIN’ GANG NOW! 

SELL—SERVE—SATISFY 

Wayne J. Berry, Watonga, Okla. 

W. L. Pitts, Canton, Okla. 

Bill Johnson, Garber, Okla. 

Rol Clark, Pond Creek, Okla 

Oscar Locke, Marshall, Okla. 

A. L. Hudson, Crescent, Okla 

B. B. Kittley, Minco, Okla. 

O. C. Harris, Thomas, Okla. 

This chain was started in the hope of 
reaching our quota. Within five (5) 
days sell one telephone for every name 
listed above, marking out the top name 
when a sale is made and in time as 
your name leaves the top, we will have 
our quota made.” 


Three Telephone Employes 
Receive Vail Awards 


The award of three silver medals, 
each accompanied by a cash payment of 
$250, by the National Committee of 
Award of Theodore N. Vail Medals to 
employes of Bell companies, was an- 
nounced June 1. The committee con- 
sidered 33 bronze medal awards made 
by the Bell System companies for acts 
of “noteworthy public service” in 1934 
before making its decision. 

The 1934 National Vail Award win- 
ners are Miss Emma Gatti, supervisor, 
New Jersey Bell Telephone Co., Hack- 
ensack, N. J.; Miss Leona Smith, con- 
tract manager, Mountain States Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., Morrison, Colo.; 
and Charles Leroy Tubby, combination 
man, Indiana Bell Telephone Co., Lin- 
ton, Ind. In commemoration of the acts 
of the winners, bronze plaques have 
been awarded to the companies employ- 
ing them. 

Miss Smith saved from a flood more 
than 1,000 persons, Miss Gatti directed 
over the telephone first-aid treatment 
for a seriously injured child and Mr. 
Tubby aided materially in the rescue 
of five men and a pony from a mine fire. 
Miss Smith’s citation was given for 
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“initiative, courage and effective use of 
telephone facilities in warning inhab- 
itants of an impending flood. On Au- 
gust 4, 1934, she noticed black clouds 
gathering in the mountains. She tele- 
phoned Idledale, Colo., and requested 
that she be notified of danger. Fifteen 
minutes later calls came informing her 
that a wall of water was rushing down 
She immediately called all 
path of the 
those 


the canyon. 
subscribers in the direct 
flood. She then 
in the valley below Morrison.” 

On August 27, 1934, 
sumed charge of an emergency Call from 


warned living 


Miss Gatti as- 


an excited woman, who, in a foreign ac- 
cent, explained that her child had been 
seriously injured. Miss Gatti learned 
from the mother that the child’s wrist 
was seriously cut. From the descrip- 
tion of the injury she realized that an 
artery in the child’s wrist had been sev- 
ered and gave explicit instructions for 
the application of a tourniquet, by 
which the 
stopped prior to the arrival of the doc- 
tor and ambulance. 
“On April 3, 1934,” 
citation, “at Bloomfield, Ind., he learned 
of a serious fire at the Sinclair mine, 
four miles away. 


means of bleeding was 


says Mr. Tubby’s 


He found fire raging 
learned that five 
men and a pony were entombed 65 feet 
Noting that there 
were no telephones on the premises, he 
climbed a pole and tapped a Bloomfield- 
Vincennes toll circuit. Using his test 
set, he called for additional chemicals, 
at the request of the fire chief. On his 
own initiative, he called various points 
repeatedly until first-aid men, the United 
States mine rescue squad and the state 


over the shaft and 


below the surface. 


police had been reached. Because of 
the high wind prevailing, he transferred 
his improvised station to the cab of 
his truck.” 

The awards bring the total of Na- 
tional Vail Medals since the establish- 
ment of the Theodore N. Vail Memorial 
Fund in 1920 up to 90, ten of which 
have been of gold and 80 of silver. In 
making the awards the national com- 
mittees have considered a total of 965 
cases in which bronze medals have been 
awarded in the territories of the vari- 
ous Bell System companies. 

The medal awards are made annu- 
ally and are provided for by the fund 
established as a memorial to the late 
Theodore N. Vail, former president of 
the American Telephone & Telegraph 
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Co. Silver medals are accompanied by 
cash awards of $250 each and gold med. 
als by $500 cash payments each, or, in 
very exceptional cases, by a cash award 
of $1,000. 


Cartoonist Cooperates 


in Service Problems 

W. A. (Billy) Ireland in his “Passing 
Show” colored cartoon page, in a recent 
issue of the Columbus (Ohio) Sunday 
Dispatch, in a humorous way directs at 
tention to the fact that on the east side 
of the city 44 per cent of telephone 
troubles which cause the subscribers’ 
instruments to be reported “dead” are 
due to “hanging of the receiver’—leav- 
ing it off the switchhook. 

In other sections, “lynching of the 
receiver” causes only 26 per cent of 
the trouble. “It’s sort of funny about 
those east-side people, isn’t it?” queries 
the cartoonist, in conclusion. 

Illustrating the remarks quoted is an 
animated handset telephone instrument 
dangling from the end of a cord, crying 
“Help.” 

Possibly the inspiration for Mr. Ire 
land’s attempt to “lend a helping hand” 
to the telephone company in its efforts 
to eliminate this frequent 
trouble was a little folder distributed 
Ohio Bell 


source of 


recently by the company 








\F You Live IN THE EAST SIDE AND 
YOUR TELEPHONE IS “DEAD P 
<7,cp 44% OF 
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Cartoonist of Columbus (Ohio) Sunday 
Dispatch Looks at Telephone Troubles and 
Then Tells Public About Them 


“Let’s Hang Old Man Trouble” was its 
theme. 

“WE'D LIKE YOUR HELP,” says the tele- 
phone company on the inside pages of 
the folder. “It’s a very important part 
of our job to give you trouble-free tele- 
phone service. We aim to keep trouble 
down to a minimum. But there’s one 
form of trouble over which we have no 
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control. But you have. So we'd like 
your help. 

ly YOUR RECEIVER 
yoox—In 99 cases out of 100 you nat- 
urally hang up the receiver. Probably 
your record is perfect. But if, in that 


REMAINS OFF THE 


hundredth case, your receiver stays off 
then your line gets out of order with- 
out your knowing it. 

That frequently happens with dial 
The dial equipment is pow- 
erless to ring you. Your friends find it 
impossible to telephone you. You lose 
HANG UP THE RECEIVER 


” 


telephones. 


vital messages. 

AND HANG OLD MAN TROUBLE. 
The outside back cover reads: 

From the time 

your line is reported out of order, until 


IMPORTANT TO You! 


it is ready to use again, an hour may 
That 


No one can call you. 


elapse time lost is your loss. 
That’s why it’s 
important to you. 


your help THE 


That’s why we ask 
Onto Bett TELE- 
PHONE Co.” 
. + 

The foregoing was prepared a short 
time before the sudden and untimely 
death of Mr. Ireland on May 29, ending 
a brilliant career as a cartoonist. Cre- 
ator of “The Passing Show” in the Co- 
lumbus Dispatch, Mr. Ireland often fea- 
tured the telephone in his cartoons, and 
seme have previously been reproduced 
in TELEPHONY. He had expressed his 
intention of enlarging, at a later date, 
upon the receiver-off-the-hook idea, as 
he had always been keenly interested in 
the telephone and its problems. 


Athens (Ohio) Company 
Pays 111th Dividend 


A printed folder accompanying the re- 
cent payment by the Athens Home Tele- 
phone Co., of Athens, Ohio (of which 
Dr. C. L. Jones is secretary and man- 
ager), of its quarterly preferred divi- 
dend reads, in part, as follows: 

“Again for the 111th time it is with 
pleasure we enclose our quarterly divi- 
dend check. Our faith in being able to 
continue doing so is still unshaken, even 
if we are being discriminated against 
by the state and federal 
in the matter of taxes. 

The stability of your investment de- 
pends largely on our determination to 
keep the physical property in a safe and 
stable working condition. To accom- 
(five 
carloads) have been purchased for up- 
keep during the past year. In 1934 our 
seven exchanges showed a net growth 
of 70 telephones.” 

The Athens Home company ventures 
upon a unique procedure by setting 
forth in this bulletin some of the prob- 
lems which it confronts and solicits the 
cooperation of its stockholders in solv- 
ing them. They are as follows: 

“Preceding a lot of newspaper pub- 


government 


plish this, over 1,000 new poles 





licity or propaganda, our county com- 
missioners announced the adoption of a 
rigid economy program by ordering out 
as of April 1, four of the courthouse 
telephones, including their own. Maybe 
you can find out from them why it had 
to start with the county's only locally- 
owned utility? 
Reorganization at the 


Berry Hotel 


No Time will Be 
Lost Hunting Up a 
Calendar by User of 


This Stamp Pad. 


caused us to fail to be able to collect 

a bill for February service of $164.50. 

A second Athens business concern un 

der Fred (The 

Ray-Glo Corporation) quit in the past 

year owing us a toll bill of over $200.” 
eee 


New Developments of 
British Post Office 


Four new developments in Great Brit- 
ain’s telephone service were scheduled 
to be brought into operation shortly as 
announced some time ago by the post- 
master-general, according to Alfred Nut- 
ting, clerk for the United States con- 
sulate-general at London. 

Explaining the first developments, the 
postmaster-general said that the “auto- 
dial” permits a telephone subscriber to 
choose a number of other subscribers, 
with whom he desires frequent commu- 
nication, to have them recorded on the 
machine and to communicate with them 
by pressing a lever. 

The second development is a new type 
of house telephone system which would 
enable callers to be put through from 
one extension to another, or from any 
extension to the public exchange system, 
without the intervention of a private 


Beasley’s supervision 


branch operator—by pressing a button. 
The third development is a time sig- 
nal to indicate the lapse of time on toll 
or long distance calls, and the fourth in- 
novation is a “talking clock”’ announc- 
ing the time of day to subscribers 
eee 


Useful Ideas: Attaching 
Calendar to Stamp Pad 


One usually is aware of the day of the 
week but one is not always sure of the 
date of the month. Oftentimes a rubber 
stamp and ink pad are taken for use 
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in a location where a calendar is not 
readily accessible. To eliminate this 
inconvenience, attach a calendar to the 
stamp pad, as shown in the accompany- 
ing illustration. 

Take a small index card plate or 
holder. With two small nails, rivet it 
to the cover of the stamp pad. In order 
to protect the calendar sheets, slip the 





calendar pad between a small fold of 


cellophane and with the edge of a piece 
of cardboard, force this into the plate 
or holder. A bit of the cellophane is 
left extended at the top in order to 
make it easy to pull the pad out at the 
end of the month to remove the current 
sheet. 

This will be found a very handy 
reference whenever 
ment of the stamp pad is necessary 

eee 


Telephone Conveniences 


In New Railway Station 
The new Market Street Station of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad in Newark, N. J., 
has incorporated in it some new ideas 
looking to the convenience and comfort 
of those using the station. Among them 
is provision for making that last-minute 
telephone call before train time without 
danger of the train pulling in—and out 
before the telephoner has finished. 
Telephone booths with glass paneled 
doors have been built within full view 
oi the tracks. The idea is one of many 
worked out by officials of the railroad 
and the New Jersey Bell Telephone Co. 
for the telephone system of the new ter- 
minal. 


means of adjust- 


Bight glass-paneled booths are located 
in a sound-deadened room off the main 
waiting room. The room has an insu- 
lated ceiling and a floor of rubber tile. 
Seventeen other booths are placed con- 
veniently about the station. Eventually 
a portable telephone for invalids will be 
added to the equipment, and a special 
booth will be built containing an easy 
chair for callers who intend to extend 
their talking periods. 

A private system, with about 125 tele- 
phones, was also built into the station 
for use of company employes. 
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Turkey Perches on Wires 
Guillotined with Shears 


Telephone troublemen are called upon 
to meet unique emergencies. In this in- 
stance, Mr. Turkey Gobbler—divining 
Mrs. Housewife’s intention to put on a 
big celebration—made a desperate flight 
and perched himself aloft on the tele- 
phone wires. 

C. N. Spidel and E. M. Wingert, tele- 
phone troublemen of Chambersburg, Pa., 
were driving in their trouble car in the 
course of their regular duties, when their 




















This Frightened Turkey Could Not Be 

Persuaded to Leave His Unusual Perch, So 

He Was Sentenced to Execution by Means 
of Tree-Trimming Shears. 


attention was arrested by a group of 
perturbed citizens, with their attention 
fixed upon a frightened turkey perched 
on a wire 20 or 25 feet above the ground. 

The first attempt made by the trouble- 
men to dislodge the offender was by 
means of hurling stones at him. They 
soon became convinced of the ineffective- 
ness of their efforts and went into con- 
ference. 

Returning very shortly, armed with 
tree trimming shears, it soon became ap 
parent to the interested spectators that 
an attempt was to be made to guillotine 
Mr. Turkey Gobbler. Mr. Spidel planned 
to extend the shears about the turkey’s 
neck while Mr. Wingert pulled the rope. 
The first attempt was unsuccessful be- 
cause the turkey jerked his head at the 
crucial moment. 

The next time, however, Mr. Spidel 
moved the shears as the turkey jerked 
and Executioner Wingert pulled the 
rope. The turkey’s head fell to the left 
and his body to the right, and the tele- 
phone wires were left unhampered to 
carry out their intended function of 
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Plant Men Get Together 


transmitting telephone messages instead 
of a refugee for turkeys that fear for 
their lives. 

eee 


Realize Your Responsibility 
—Drive Safely 


By JAKE THE LINEMAN 

ORNIN’ BUDDIES. I've just 
M finished studying over a stack 

of accident result charts which 
show in actual figures the enormous 
price paid by the citizens of America 
for their careless driving habits during 
the year of 1934. I thought that things 
were improving—but 


worse! 


they are getting 


The year of 1931 chill over 
every thinking citizen when it was dis- 
covered that there had been 860,000 au- 
tomobile accidents during the year, in 
which were killed and 
997,600 were injured. The results for 
1932 made us feel somewhat better 
when we found that been 


sent a 


34,400 persons 


there had 


only 745,300 automobile accidents in 
which 29,000 persons were killed and 
904,800 were injured. The decrease 


made us feel confident that we were on 
the road to a better automobile accident 
record. 

When the results for 1933 were sum- 
marized, we discovered that there had 
756,500 automobile accidents in 
29,900 persons had been killed 
and 850,700 had been injured. The in- 
crease of 2.5 per cent in the number of 
fatalities over the 


been 
which 


1932 total sent our 
spirits down a notch. 

But, after the adding machine totaled 
the results for 1934, we found that there 
were 882,000 automobile accidents dur- 
ing the year in which 36,000 human be- 
ings were robbed of 
954,000 persons 


crease of more 


their lives and 
injured—an in- 
than 16 per cent in the 
number of fatalities over the 1933 total. 
It seems that no matter how much 
you and I labor to pilot our cars ac- 
cording to safety rules and regulations, 
there is a class of humans who haven't 
the intelligence to realize that rules of 
safe driving were drawn up for their 
use as well as for ours. 
Their attitude is “Why 
them when all we've got to do 
is to step on the gas?” and take the 
right-of-way from the driver to whom it 
rightfully belongs. When it comes to 
passing on a curve or hill—what if an- 
other car may be coming? It’s a thrili 
to just make it. To them a standing 
street car means just something else 
to be passed. Let the alighting passen- 
gers look out for themselves. They de- 
light in stopping unexpectedly or failing 
to signal when they make turns. To 


were 


should we 
obey 
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them, reckless driving is as much fun 
as watching Babe Ruth sock the o!d ball 
clear into the middle of next we 
There can be no other reasonable 
cause given for the disgraceful automo. 
bile accident record of our country than 
just plain, downright carelessnes In 
1931 the automobile accident fatalities 
increased 3.3 per cent in spite of the 
fact that motor vehicle registrations de- 
clined 2 per cent. In 1932 when we 
made our best record of the last four 


years, registrations and gasoline con- 
sumption dropped 8 per cent respec- 
tively. Thus, it was not because drivers 


were driving safer during 1932 that 
caused the drop; the economic depres- 
sion caused some drivers to keep their 
cars in their garages. 

In 1933, when the deaths from motor 
vehicle accidents increased 2.5 per cent, 
there was a decrease in automobile reg- 
istration and gasoline consumption of 
1.6 per cent. In 1934 while the auto- 
mobile accident fatalities were increas- 
ing 16 per cent over the 1933 total, au- 
tomobile registrations and gasoline con- 
sumption increased only 6 per cent. At 
the same time when we compare the re- 
sults for 1934 with the results for 1931, 
we can see that registrations 
were 3 per cent greater in 1931 and 
that gasoline consumption was 1 per 
cent zreater—yet the deaths from auto- 
mobile accidents during 193 
per cent under the 1934 total! 

Those who use the highways and 
streets of America must—if there is 
to be any reduction in the loss of life 
in limb and property damage—realize 
their own responsibility. They must 
make it a definite part of their routines 
to drive safely. Individual conduct 
beats regulation and enforcement. Per- 
sonal responsibility always serves as a 
deterrent to careless actions! 

The frequency with which accidents 
occur at locations presumably under 
control, shows us plainly that neither 
regulation nor enforcement is _ better 
than a sense of personal responsibility. 
As soon as every motorist begins to ex- 
ercise the restraint that comes with re- 
sponsibility, carelessness in the use of 
the streets—which is so widespread to- 
day—will cease. 

Buddies, realize your responsibility 
Drive safely at all times and do your 
bit to prevent Old Man Accident from 
reaping another huge harvest of lives 
and limbs during 1935. In our next les- 
son we are going to delve further into 
the automobile accident situation. Be 
on hand—I’ll have some interesting 
facts for you. Until then remember: 
“A second gained at the cost of an ac 
cident is an expensive bargain.” 


plainly 


were § 
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New Michigan State Association 


ORGANIZATION of Michigan Independent Telephone 
Association effected at meeting held in Lansing this 


week under sponsorship of national association. Plans 


already under way for holding four district meetings 


and traffic conferences this summer 


Michigan Independent  tele- 

phone men and women gath- 
ered in the East room of Hotel Olds 
in Lansing, Mich., on Tuesday of 
this week, June 4, for the purpose of 
organizing a state association for 
their mutual benefit and education. 
The gathering included 44 individu- 
als representing their respective 
companies. 

They came to find out exactly what 
constituted a telephone association 
and to learn what benefits they might 
expect to derive from such an organi- 
zation. After the day’s meeting, 
they returned to their respective 
homes full of interest and enthusiasm 
with a determination to enlist the in- 
terest of every Independent telephone 
company in the state of Michigan in 
the newly organized Michigan Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association. 


Fields of National 
and State Organizations 


A VERY enthusiastic group of 


The meeting was called to order by 
F. B. MacKinnon, of Chicago, presi- 
dent of the United States Indepen- 
dent Telephone Association, who 
made a very interesting and instruc- 
tive address, explaining the Wash- 
ington situation as it applies to tele- 
phone companies and naming the 
real causes leading up to the forma- 
tion of the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

He told of the activities of the 
national association in Washington 
and explained what the telephone 
companies could expect in the future 
from the FCC. The speaker also di- 
rected attention to the problems in- 
volved in the rural electrification 
program of the federal government. 

Upon the conclusion of his infor- 
mative and instructive talk, Mr. Mac- 
Kinnon explained the purpose of the 
meeting and told why the Indepen- 
dent telephone companies in Michi- 
gan felt that an Independent tele- 
Phone association in that state was 
a necessary and vital activity. 


The meeting then being thrown 
open for informal discussion of the 
subject, it was participated in by W. 
J. Melchers, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the Union Tele- 
phone Co., Owosso; Dr. O. M. Vau- 
ghan, president of the Tri-County 
Telephone Co., South Haven; and B. 
R. Sage, general manager of the 
Traverse Bays Telephone Co., Central 
Lake. 

A motion was made, seconded and 
carried that an Independent tele- 
phone association be organized. An- 
other motion was then made and 
carried that the chairman of the 
meeting appoint a committee to pre- 
pare a constitution and by-laws and 
complete the organization of the 
Michigan Independent Telephone As- 
sociation. 

The following members of this 
committee were named: Dr. O. M. 
Vaughan, of South Haven; W. T. 
Bradstreet, of Hudson; B. R. Sage, 
of Central Lake; Chas. W. Cheeney, 
of Chesaning, and W. J. Melchers, 
of Owosso. 

Upon adjournment of the meeting 
for a noon recess, all of those present 
participated in a very enjoyable and 
well-served luncheon as guests of Dr. 
Vaughan and Mr. Melchers. 

When the afternoon session had 
been called to order by Mr. MacKin- 
non, a very interesting talk was pre- 
sented by William M. Smith, of Lan- 
sing, chairman of the Michigan Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission, in which he 
welcomed the new association and 
directed attention to some of the 
work that might be accomplished by 
the organization. 

A report was then presented by the 
organization committee. The sug- 
gested constitution was read, article 
by article, and the reasons explained 
for every provision contained there- 
in. The report of the committee was 
accepted and the constitution adopted 
as presented. 

Charles W. Cheeney, general man- 
ager of the Chesaning (Mich.) Home 
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Telephone Co., presented a motion, 
which was unanimously adopted, to 
divide the state into four districts 
by drawing a line east and west 
through Bay City, and a line north 
and south through Lansing from the 
Ohio line to the line drawn through 
Bay City. That part of the state 
southwest of these two lines to be 
known as District No. 1; that part 
southeast of these lines as District 
No. 2; all above the Bay City line as 
District No. 3, and the upper penin- 
sula as District No. 4. 

Mr. Cheeney then moved that a 
nominating committee of W. A. Dick- 
inson, J. A. Bridgeman, and C. E. 
Smith be appointed to retire and 
select a list of officers and directors 
for the new association following the 
newly-adopted constitution. This 
motion being carried, the committee 
retired and later reported the fol- 
lowing recommendations which were 
unanimously voted upon by the mem- 
bership present. 

The officers elected are as follows: 
President, O. M. Vaughan of South 
Haven; vice-president, W. J. Melch- 
ers, of Owosso; director from 
district No. 1, F. G. Moore of Mus- 
kegon; director from district No. 2, 
Chas. W. Cheeney of Chesaning; di- 
rector from district No. 3, B. R. Sage 
of Central Lake; director from dis- 
trict No. 4, P. E. Taylor of Pickford. 

After the various newly-elected of- 
ficers had made their maiden 
speeches, and several others had ex- 
pressed their pleasure in the results 
thus far accomplished, the meeting 
was adjourned. 


District Meetings Planned 


At a subsequent meeting of the of- 
ficers and directors present it was de- 
cided to hold a district meeting in 
each of the four districts during the 
summer on dates to be announced 
later, at which traffic schools will be 
conducted and individual problems of 
accounting, management and opera- 
tion will be discussed. 

Among those present at this meet- 
ing, who became charter members of 
the new Michigan association, were 
the following: 

B. R. Sage, Traverse Bays Tele- 
phone Co., Central Lake; C. E. 
Smith, Morenci Telephone Co., Mo- 
renci; W. F. Bradstreet, Rollins Tel- 
ephone Co., Hudson; Geo. H. Clark, 
Rollins Telephone Co., Manitou 
Beach; Chas. W. Cheeney, Chesaning 
Home Telephone Co., Chesaning; 
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Fred E. Bohn, Eaton County Tele- 
phone Co., Charlotte. 

R. C. Smith, Calhoun County Tele- 
phone Co., Goshen; Charles Gardner, 
Calhoun County Telephone Co., 
Homer; V. L. Cole, Hillsdale Tele- 
phone Co., Osseo; Ray E. Kelly, Hills- 
dale Telephone Co., Prattville; Jay 
C. Gear, Hillsdale Telephone Co., 
Ransom; O. M. Vaughan, W. A. Dick- 
inson, F. H. White and A. B. Chase, 
Tri-County Telephone Co., South 
Haven; B. F. Hadley, Hadley Tele- 
phone Co., Hadley. 

Fred T. Consear and Arthur L. 
Phillips, Whiteford Farmers Tele- 
phone Co., Ottawa Lake; C. N. Wil- 
ber, Mecosta Telephone Exchange, 
Mecosta; Mrs. Henry F. Hoyt, and 


Miss Carrie Parmelee, Alamo Mu- 
tual Telephone Co., Alamo; S. L. 
Whisler, Waldron Telephone Co., 


Waldron; John Sattler, Home Tele- 
phone Co., Cedar; R. M. Bascom, 


Sunfield Telephone Co., Sunfield; E. 
F. Henne, Saline Telephone Co., Sa- 


line; W. J. Melchers, and J. A. 
3ridgeman, Union Telephone Co., 
Owosso. 


Carl W. Snyder and E. L. Gaines, 
American-Automatic Electric Sales 
Co., Ft. Wayne, Ind.; Clyde Parsley 
and R. H. Burfeind, American-Auto- 
matic Electric Sales Co., Chicago; M. 
A. Bellion, Kellogg Switchboard & 
Supply Co., Chicago; G. A. Berting, 
North Electric Mfg. Co., Galion, 
Ohio; Frank L. Eldridge, Ray-O-Vac 
Co., Chicago; Geo. W. Rodormer, Re- 
liable Electric Co., Chicago, and Paul 
D. Myers, Stromberg-Carlson Tele- 
phone Mfg. Co., Indianapolis, Ind. 


Reduced Night Rates Be- 
tween Canada and England 


Special night 
between 5 p. m. 


rates became effective 


and 5 a. m. on the all- 


The Operators’ Corner 


By MRS. MAYME WORKMAN 


Traffic Supervisor, The Illinois Telephone Association, Springfield, III. 


N QUESTION No. 5 in this 
] week’s series the answer is “yes, 

by all means.” This is just a 
common courtesy, a mere act of kind- 
ness and accommodation, not paid for 
in dollars and cents, but in customer 
goodwill. Perhaps the man does not 
wish to place a call at this particular 
time—all well and good—but at some 
future time he will remember the 
courtesy extended to him by an em- 
ploye of the telephone company. 

Perhaps he may hear someone con- 
demning the telephone company, re- 
ferring to it as a cold-blooded corpo- 
ration. He will remember his ex- 
perience on one occasion and will 
come to the telephone company’s de- 
fense. 

There are some things money can- 
not buy and one of them is “customer 
goodwill.” Take courtesy, for exam- 
ple. It costs nothing yet its absence 
may be most expensive, as you will 
soon find out if you try to get along 
without it. We are inclined to think 
of it in this way: Courtesy is a 
counter-irritant. It is doing a kindly 
act pleasantly. It secures or insures 
more comfort for all concerned. 
Courtesy is civility, the lack of it is 
incivility. Courtesy is the greatest 
known complexion beautifier (girls, 
take notice). A chronic crank looks 
sallow. 

We can make our journey through 
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KINDLINESS is the only 
service that will stand 
the storm of life and will 
not wash out. No. 196 


life a real joy, and bring happiness 
to all with whom we come in contact, 
by being courteous and kind. Kindli- 
ness is the only service that will 
stand the storm of life and not wash 
out—it can accomplish almost any- 
thing. What other thing can? 

Did you ever visit someone who has 
reached the winter of life, who is in- 
capacitated, confined to their room or 
wheel chair, no longer able to take 
an active part in life, with nothing 
left but memories? If you will ob- 
serve you will see how their faces 
light up at your coming—how they 
linger upon every word you say— 
how thrilled they are with the 
thought of your taking some of your 
precious time to stop and chat with 
them! What a simple little thing for 
you to do, but what a world of happi- 
ness your kindly act brings to this 
lonely soul, who at one time was 
young and active, keenly alive and 
alert, brimming over with health and 
vitality, just as you are today. 

All these little acts of kindness will 
come back to you when your life’s 
journey is almost ended. There will 
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Pritish transatlantic radio telephone 
channels between Canada and Great 
Britain on June 1. This service is pro. 
vided through an agreement of the Bel] 
Telephone Co. of Canada and the Cana. 
dian Marconi Co., the latter supplying 


the wireless ‘“‘beam”’ facilities, in ¢o. 
operation with the telephone department 
of the British Post Office. The new 
night rates are $9 less than the day 
rates in effect in the telephone zones 


This new departure followed immedi- 
the May 31, of the 
special half-rate reduction that had been 
in effect 


ately after close, 
since May 6 on this overseas 
contribution by the 
organizations 
the six 


circuit as a 
participating 
and by 


three 
mentioned 
other major telephone 
systems of Canada, toward the success 
of the V Silver Jubilee 
celebrations marked during that period 
Transoceanic 


King George 
business on and between 
marked upturn 
was double normal volume 


those dates showed a 


and traffic 


be some kind, cheerful soul who will 

drop in to help you while away the 

lonely hours for what the good book 
says is surely true, “As we sow, so 
shall we reap.” 

Your company will reap the har- 
vest of your courteous and kindly acts 
in contacting your customers and 
you, too, will share in this harvest 
for after all our company’s success 
is our success. 

EpiTor’s NOTE: Credit was er- 
roneously given in last week’s issue 
to the California Independent Tele- 
phone Association for an article con- 
taining six questions as to what 
course telephone operators would fol- 
low in various cases of emergencies. 
The Kansas Telephone Association 
originated the questions which con- 
cerned the making of quick deci- 
sions in the face of emergencies. 
Questions from Illinois Operators 
1. Why is it important to give a 

two-second ring on a toll circuit? 

2. On a person-to-person call when 
the called party is not there and 
the assistant or secretary talks 
on the call, should the report read 
“wt assistant” or “ag assistant?” 

3. What is the correct method of 
giving the charge on a call? 

4. When do you collect the report 
charge on a call? 

5. Is it a common courtesy on the 
part of the cashier to loan any 
out-of-town directories that are 
available at the long distance 
board? By that I mean, when 
someone wants the directory for 
some information and does not in- 
tend to place a call? 

For the answers to these traffic 
questions, please turn to page 25. 
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REPRESENTATION ABROAD: Winnipeg, Rio de Janeiro, Cairo, Cape Town, Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth, Durban, Melbourne, 
Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide, Newcastle (N.S. W.), Perth, Wellington, Auckland, Osaka, Shanghai, Calcutta, Bombay, 
Madras, Colombo, Ipoh (Perak F. M. S.), Kuala Lumpur, Malacca, Singapore, Penang, Bangkok, The Hague, Malta. 
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Federal Court Refuses 
Action in Wisconsin Case 


Four federal judges, scheduled to be- 
gin trial June 3 in Madison, Wis., on 
temporary rate reduction orders of the 
Wisconsin Public Service Commission in 
its investigation of the Wisconsin Tele- 
phone Co., 
May 25 that they 
with the trial until the commission is- 


announced in Chicago on 


would not go ahead 


sues a final order. 

Alvin C. Reis, 

commission chief counsel, and Edwin 8. 
Mack and Frederic Sammond, Milwau- 

company that the fed- 

with the 
Circuit 


The judges also told 


kee, attorneys, 


eral court might not proceed 


trial until the Dane County 


Court passes upon the third temporary 
rate reduction order, issued last year by 
the commission, and enjoined by the 


telephone company in the state court 


apo 
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“MJ Seven Wire 

Steel Strand 
Where strains and 
stressesare heaviest, where 
corrosion takes its greatest 
toll, @rapo Galvanized 
Telephone Wire and Steel 
Strand longago demonstrated their 
outstanding superiority. The heavy 
pure zinc galvanized coating, max- 
imum tensile strength and proper 
ductility insure longer life and 
lower maintenance cost. Insist up- 
on @rapo Galvanized Products 
for better performance under all 
conditions! 


Indiana Steel & Wire Co. 
Muneie, Indiana 
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are avail- 
able in all 
standard 
grades and sizes. 


Activities of 
Commissions and 
Courts 


As the chief reasons for their deci- 
sion, the judges stated that the princi- 
pal problem was a rate base and that 
the commission would fix a rate base 
that passage of the 
by Congress last year left 
uncertain as to their proper 
that duplication and even 
triplication of effort by the commission 
and company could be avoided by wait- 
ing for 


in its final order, 
Johnson act 
them 
course, and 


he commission to issue a final 
order 

The commission resumed hearings in 
its investigation on June 3 in Madison 
with the intention of having all testi- 
mony taken by July 1. It is probable 
a final order in the case may be issued 
this summer. 


Exceptions Filed to 
FCC Tariff Circular 


The United States 
phone 


Independent Tele- 
May 27, filed a 
statement of exceptions to the proposed 
tariff circular No. 1 of the Federal Com- 
munications 


Association, on 


relative to 
which a conference was scheduled to be 
held June 6. 


Commission 


The association expresses the opinion 
that the tariff circular is too compli- 
cated for application to the small tele- 
phone companies and asks for the eluci- 
dation of certain points taken up in the 
circular. It the requirement 
ot the use of sheets 8% by 11 ins. in 
size instead of 8 by 11, and the use of 
certain determined letters in place of 
symbols to facilitate the use of the type- 
writer in the preparation of filings. 


suggests 


Testimony in Hutchinson, 
Kans., Hearing Nears Close 


At a hearing before the 
Kansas Corporation Commission on the 
reasonableness of telephone rates in 
Hutchinson, Kans., R. H. Bickler, ac- 
countant for the city of Hutchinson, on 
May 21 completed a breakdown of his 
cost study of the Southwestern Bell Tel- 
ephone Co.’s system at Hutchinson. 

Counsel for the telephone company 
sought to show, through cross-examina- 
tion, that Mr. Bickler had used unrec- 
ognized methods of distribution of 
costs of the plant between the toll and 
local exchanges. Monthly subscriber 


continued 
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rates are based on the cost of 
exchange. 
The telephone company placed B. B 


e local 


Wingert, one of its traffic equipment ep 
gineers, on the stand to give a similar 


cost study. 
eee 


Court Postpones Mississippi 
Rate Case to August 12 


Court action in the Mississippi rate 
case of the Southern Bell Telephone @ 
Telegraph Co. has been deferred by 
Chancellor V. J. Stricker, of 
Miss., until August 12. 


Jackson, 
The extension 
oi time was granted at the request of 
the Mississippi Railroad 
through the attorney general. The state 
wanted more time to file pleadings. 
The case is styled, Southern Bell Tel- 
ephone & Telegraph Co. vs. Mississippi 
Railroad Commission, and is the out- 


Commission, 


growth of a rate reduction amounting 
to about 18 per cent 
commission recently. 
posted bond to protect 
in the event the reduction is upheld by 


ordered by the 
The 
its subscribers, 


company 


the courts. 
eee 


Garber, Okla., Wants 
Mutual Exchange 


A committee of citizens of 
Okla., have filed a petition with the 
Oklahoma Corporation Commission for 
permission to a mutual tele- 
phone exchange at Garber, which now is 
furnished telephone service by the West- 


Garber, 


operate 


ern Telephone Corp. Attorneys for the 
committee are Speaker L. C. Phillips, of 
the lower house of the legislature, an: 
Representatives O'Neal, of Garfield 
county. 

The 


hearing on June 13. 


commission set the matter for 


eee 
Hearing in Wisconsin Bell 
State-Wide Investigation 


At a continued hearing on May 27 be 
fore the Wisconsin Public Service Com- 
mission, in its state-wide investigation 
of the rates of the Wisconsin Telephone 
Co., A. R. Colbert, acting chief account- 
ant of the commission, submitted a fig- 
ure of $30,191,052 as the rate base of 
the company. The figure is the final 
result of nearly four years’ work by 
commission accountants and engineers, 
and is $23,000,000 lower than the figure 
claimed by the Wisconsin company. 

Mr. Colbert testified that the company 
in 1934 would have earned a net in- 
come of $1,859,151 after deduction of a 
temporary rate cut, ordered by the com- 
mission but not effective because the 
company obtained a court injunction. 

Other commission staff members point- 
ed out that this earning would amount 
to a 6 per cent return on the $30,191,052 
rate base submitted. The work, in reach- 
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Answers to Questions 
Given on Page 22 


1. If less than a two-second 
ring is given it may result 
in failure to operate the re- 
lays at the distance office, 
meaning, the distant opera- 
tor will not receive a signal. 

This, of course, will result 

in a waste of toll circuit and 

operator’s time and will de- 
lay the calling party’s call 
unnecessarily. 

If the assistant offers to 

talk on the call, and this is 

agreeable to the calling 
party, the report will read 

“wt assistant.” If the call- 

ing party says, “I will talk 

with the assistant” in re- 

sponse to the question, “Will 

you talk with anyone else?” 
“ag assistant” is entered on 
the ticket. 

38. Having determined the 
charge, say, for example: 
“The charge is one dollar 
and forty-five cents includ- 
ing the federal tax.” 

4. After you give a report for 
which a report charge will 
be made if the call is not 
subsequently completed and 
the calling party does not 
give directions which re- 
quire further action on the 
call. 

5. Refer to the introduction. 


bo 

















ing the $30,191,052 figure, involved a 


detdiled check of five tons of company 


records, and if done by one man would 
have taken 125 years for the accounting 
work, it was estimated. 

Much of the large slash in the claimed 
value of the company’s 
local telephone 
Wisconsin exchanges, made by commis- 
sion staff members, results from a high- 

deduction for depreciation by com- 
mission staff members than has so far 
been made by the company. 

What effect a $400,000 state relief tax 
m the company’s gross revenues will 
have on rate reductions was a question 
asked but not answered at the afternoon 
session. 

Frederic Sammond, 
pany 


used 
service in 96 


property 
to give 


Milwaukee, 
attorney, asked Mr. Colbert if he 
had included the relief tax on 1934 gross 
revenues as a 1934 expense and was told 
it is 1935 business since it is payable 
this year. Edwin S. Mack, Milwaukee, 
another company attorney, then asked 
how the commission intended to treat 
the tax. 

“We'll meet that 
come 


com- 


problem when we 
to it,” Alvin C. Reis, commission 
chief counsel, replied. 


“T suppose we'll pay the tax and get 
no credit for it in expenses,” Mr. Mack 
retorted. ‘‘That’s been our experience 
in the past.” 

Earlier Mr. Sammond had revealed 
that the company is carrying $1,200,000 
to cover unpaid taxes over which it has 
legal disputes. 

Mr. Colbert's figures revealed that in 
1934 the company spent $552,557 in mak- 
ing its own appraisal of its 
to contest the appraisal by the commis- 
sion’s staff in the courts and before the 
commission, that company attorneys re- 
ceived $25,815 in 1934—$17,118 for mat- 
ters before the commission and $8,697 
for court matters involved in the case 

and that total 
sessed against the utility in 1934 were 
$110,695. 


property 


commission costs as- 


Illinois Bell’s New Night 
Rates on Out-of-Town Calls 


Effective June 1, night rates for out- 
ol-town telephone calls went into effect 
at 7 p. m. instead of 
cording to an announcement by the II- 
linois Bell Telephone Co., which stated 
that the schedule had duly 
submitted to the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission and the Illinois Com- 


8:30 p. m., ac- 


new been 


merce Commission. 

The change applies to 
tion calls for which the daytime charge 
is more entirely 
eliminates the higher evening rate pe- 
riod. The day period will be from 
4:30 a. m. to 7 p. m., with night rates 
in effect during the balance of the time. 


station-to-sta- 


than 35 cents and it 


Also on June 1, night rates for tele- 


phone calls to Europe were put into 
effect for the first time. From 5 p. m. 
to 5 a. m. the charge is $9 less than the 


daytime rate for a three-minute call to 
any European point. For example, the 
day rate for a call from Illinois to Lon- 
don, England, continues to be $33. After 
> p. m. a three-minute call there costs 
$24. The hours of transatlantic night 
service are not the same as those for 
night service because of the 
differences in time between the United 
States and Europe. 


domestic 


eee 
General Revision of Rules 
By Northwestern Bell | 
The Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. 
was given authority by the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission, on April 30, 
to make a general revision and clarifi- | 
cation of rules governing a long list 
of services at various exchanges, includ- 
ing directory listings, disconnects, ex- 
tra station service, use of miscellane- 
ous equipment, moves and changes, pri- 
vate branch exchange service, public | 


COMPACT 


40% LESS WEIGHT 


a Install one TWIN-SIX to replace 


every two old, round No. 6’s you 
remove. Carry 40% less weight, 
30% less bulk. Make just two 
connections instead of four! 


7 Ask the hundreds of Exchanges 


now using the TWIN-SIX how 
they like this compact, convenient 
Telephone Battery. Because it has 
12% more zinc surface than two 
No. 6’s, they'll tell you, “It sup- 
plies a strong, EVEN 3-Volt cur- 
rent. And it is so much more 
convenient.” 


e Orders of 30 or more TWIN- 
SIX’s will be shipped F. O. B. 
your Exchange. Cost 39¢ each 
(47¢ west of Rockies), terms 5% 
10 days, net 30. Mail your order 
to Inland Equipment Co. today. 


ONE TWIN-SIX 
EQUALS TWO No. 6's 





BURGESS 


TWIN-SIX 


and semi-public service, service connec- | T p LE PHON —E BATTE RY 


tion and service station rules and rates, 
wiring, toll stations, etc. 
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INLAND EQUIPMENT CO., (Distributors) 
MAX F. HOSEA, President, INDIANAPOLIS, IND 











25 











STORM 


oURO- DURO-pOWR 


KING | 


.|, ORY CELL 


FOR TELEPHONE 
SERVICE 


aPrtive fests over a peri v 

Prey, Prove thar the three ¢x<!u*'* 

banacntats built into this © Ci 

Perse tg ts life and reduce rep lace® 
© a remarkable degre 


Ox as id 
Ssreral Dry Batt Dry Dry Bateries In“ 


leveland.Onio. U.S.A 



















F cht 
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ITALITY 


Telephone Batteries differ in only 
TWO things—initial capacity and 
length of life. 


Good initial capacity is easily secured, 
but it is no good unless it is retained 
throughout idle periods. 


Methods of preserving initial capacity 
are therefore paramount. 


Here DURO-POWR Telephone Bat- 
teries are supreme. Seamless Zinc 
Cup is impermeable. Hermetic Top 
Seal positively keeps all moisture in 
and all air out. Paper-thin Separator 
gives more room for active material. 


These patented features insure good 
initial capacity and guarantee no loss 
in idleness. 





General Dry Batteries, Inc. 
CLEVELAND, O. 


General Dry Batteries of Canada, Ltd., 
Toronto, 


Makers of all types of dependable 
Dry Batteries for Radio, 
and 


Ignition, 


Flashlight General Use. 
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An investigation by the commission 
showed that these included no increase 
in rates, but that new service and re- 
duced rates were contained therein. The 
company said that the rules were more 
liberal to and more 
administration. 
under the old rules to 
reduced rate on handsets 
length of service the instru- 
ment had to remain on the original ex- 
change. Under the credit 
will be given if the patron continues to 
service on a different ex- 


customers condu- 


cive to ease of 
For example, 
the 


based on 


secure 


new rules 


use handset 
old discount 
the interest 
of service. A partial pay- 
stated periods instead of 
full, for instance, will 
patron to the full discount. 


exchanges. The 
been relaxed in 


change or 
rules have 
of continuity 
ment within 
the payment in 
entitle the 


Supreme Court Rules 
In LaPorte, Ind., Case 


The Indiana Supreme Court, 
cent ruling, 
St. Joseph 
aside an 


in a re- 
decision of the 
court which set 


reversed the 
superior 
increased 
Ind., 


Service 


order for 
LaPorte, 
Public 

than four years ago, 


telephone 
issued by the 
Commission 


rates at 
Indiana 
more and sustained 
the appellant’s motion for a trial. 

The appeal of the public service com- 
mission and the telephone company at 
LaPorte from the decision of the court 
at South then judge, 
Orlo B. had been lying so long 
on the docket that only 
five, Judge Treanor, 
down the reversal, Was a 
of the high tribunal November 
attorneys for both sides 
uments. 


new 


3end before the 
Deahl, 
supreme court 
judge of the 


handed 


one 
who 
member 
4, 1931, 
made oral arg 

Judge Fansler, in opinion, held 
that the differences between the in- 
creases granted by the commission and 
what Judge Deahl held to be fair 
not great enough to call the commis- 
sion’s order “unreasonable.” There is 
apt to be some disagreement of opinion 
on this matter, the decision stated. 
Judge Deahl held that the increased 
were unreasonable, although he 
sustained the commission’s valuation of 
the 


when 


his 


were 


rates 


utility and authorization of new 
securities issues. 
The case began early in 1929 when 


the LaPorte County Telephone Co., then 
managed by the late E. L. 
tioned the Indiana Public Service Com- 
mission for higher rates and permis- 
sion to issue $74,500 of additional securi- 
ties. One of the company’s strongest ar- 
guments for an increase was that a 
freak snow storm in May, 1928, had 
crippled it financially because of ex- 
cessive damage the storm caused. 

The commission granted an increase, 
amounting to about 50 cents a month 
for local telephones and a new toll 


Cline, peti- 
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charge of 10 cents for calls between ex. 
changes in the county belonging to the 
The for the 


company. vote ncrease 
was by a three-to-two margin. 

The LaPorte County Farm Bureau, 
represented by Attorney Ben ©. Rees: 
the Chamber of Commerce, represented 
by Attorney Milton J. Sallwasser; and 
the LaPorte civil city, represented by 
the then city attorney, Kenneth D. Os. 
born, opposed the increase at hearings 


Commissioner Frank 
Rowley 
the telephone 

When 
granted, 


before Singleton 
& Shields represented 
company. 

the order for the 
effective 


Darrow, 


increase 
January 1, 
immediately 


was 
1930, the 


objectors sued for an in- 


junction to restrain the commission 
from putting the increase in effect. 
The case was venued to the St. Joseph 
court, where Judge Deahl heard it and 
found for the objectors. 

The commission and the company 


appealed to the supreme court. In the 
meantime the higher rates continued 
in effect. The utility posted $35,000 


bond to refunds in case it lost 


the case. 


cover 


The supreme court received the case 
October 1, 1930. On November 4, 1931, 
oral arguments were heard before the 
court. Efforts after that to have the 


court hurry its decision were unavailing. 
The filed three 
advance the cause, none of which 
ruled on favorably by the court 


objectors motions to 


was 


A. T. & T. and Western 


Electric Named in Suit 
Notice of an action under the Sher 
man and Clayton antitrust laws asking 
damages aggregating $15,000,000 was 
filed in Federal in New York in 
May by S. Theodore Hodgman, 
signee of the Royal Amplitone Co 
against the American Telephone & Tele. 
graph Co., Western Electric Co. 
Inc., Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
and ten of the largest motion picture 
producers and distributors in this coun- 
wy. 
The suit parallels a half-dozen similar 
actions filed 


court 


as as 


the 


in the last three years by 
various plaintiffs against these defend- 
ants, which has yet come to 
trial in this district. It charges that 
the Royal Amplitone Co., which was en- 
gaged in the business of manufacturing, 
selling and leasing electrical reproduc- 
tion apparatus to exhibitors of talking 
motion pictures, was forced from busi- 
ness by the monopoly created in this 
field by the defendants through cross- 
licensing agreements and contracts dat- 
ing back as far as 1926. 

The plaintiff, through his counsel, 
Ralph Vatner, charges that the A. T. 
& T. Co., its subsidiary, the Western 
Electric, and the latter’s subsidiary, 
Electrical Research Products, have 


none ol 
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achieved a monopoly in the manu- 
facture and distribution of sound-repro- 
ducing equipment and through contracts 
with the great majority of 
ture producers insist on 
use of their equipment not only in the 
production of talking pictures but in 
their reproduction in theaters. 

This monopoly has been 


motion pic- 
the exclusive 


further en- 
larged, according to the action, through 
contracts with the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers and 
Publishers 
ciation binding the members of these or- 
of the 


the Music Protective Asso- 


ganizations to the exclusive 
cefendants’ equipment. 

The action estimates the plaintiff has 
yen damaged to the extent of $5,000,000 
and asks triple that 
vided under the statute. 
named, in addition 


use 


amount as pro- 
Defendants 
to those mentioned, 
include the Vitaphone Corp., Paramount 
Famous Lasky Corp., Metro-Goldwyn Pic- 
tures Corp., United Artists Corp., Hal 
Roach Studios, Inc.; Christie Film Co., 
Universal Pictures Corp., Columbia Pic- 
Corp., Fox Film 
Fox Hearst Corp. 


tures Corp. and the 


Commission Rulings and 
Schedule of Hearings 


FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
May 28: Authority granted the ap- 


lication before the Telephone Division 


ot the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., filed May 20, to make effective on 
less than 30 days’ notice, revised sheets 
10 to 16, inclusive, of part II, section 
2, of the interstate and foreign tariff 
FCC No. 1. 

The company was granted authority 
to publish the revised sheets effective 


June 1 on not less than one day’s notice. 


The order further vacated the com- 
mission’s order of May 8 suspending 
until September 1 the operation of 


schedules contained in 
sheets 17 and 18, part 
FCC No. 1 filed by the company. 

June 6: Informal conference before 
the Telephone Division between repre- 
sentatives of carriers and state com- 
missions and representatives of the FCC 
mn proposed tariff rules, known as tariff 
circular No. 1, adopted April 3, 1935. 

CALIFORNIA. 

June 18: Hearing before Commis- 
sioner Carr on complaint of the city of 
Los Angeles against the Southern Cali- 
fornia Telephone Co., regarding rates, 
tolls, rentals, etc. 


first revised 
II, section 2 of 


COLORADO. 

May 15: Approval given a new sched- 
ule of the Mountain States Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. which will advance the 
night rates from 8:30 p. m. to 7 p. m. 
on long distance telephone calls, effec- 
tive June 1. The night rates will re- 
main in effect until 4:30 a. m., as be- 
fore 

ILLINOIS. 


May 28: Illinois Bell Telephone Co. 
filed a petition for permission to grant 
subscribers an extra  hour-and-a-half 
benefit on the special night rate. The 
company also filed a rate schedule for 
buzzer and other special equipment for 

















which charges have been 
past but no rate filed. 

June 4: Hearing in Springfield on 
first supplemental petition filed by the 
I'linois Bell Telephone Co. for an order 
cancelling rental agreement approved 
December 14, 1933, and approving and 
authorizing the leasing of certain tele- 
phone facilities and property in Crete 
from the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. 

June 4: Hearing in Springfield on 
first supplemental petition filed by the 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co. for an order 
cancelling rental agreement approved 
December 6, 1933, and consenting to and 
approving the leasing of telephone fa- 
cilities in Crete from the American Tel- 
ephone & Telegraph Co. 

June 4: Hearing in Springfield on 
application of the Illinois Bell Telephone 
Co. for approval of lease of certain tel- 
ephone facilities at Crystal Lake to the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

June 4: Hearing in Springfield in 
the commission’s citation, on its own 
motion, against the Warden Telephone 
Co., relative to its failure to furnish 
an annual report for the year 1934 and 
to show cause why it should not be 
prosecuted under the penalty provisions 
of an act entitled “An act concerning 
public utilities,” approved June 29, 1921. 

June 4: Hearings in Springfield on 
the commission’s citations against the 
Cooperstown Mutual Telephone Switch- 
board, the Forest City Telephone Co., 
the Piasa Mutual Telephone Co., and the 
Raritan Switchboard & Telephone Co., 
relative to their failure to furnish an- 
nual reports to the commission for the 
years 1932, 1933 and 1934, and to show 
cause why they should not be prose- 
cuted under the penalty 
an act entitled “An act concerning pub- 
lic utilities,” approved June 29, 1921. 

June 5: Hearings in Springfield on: 

Supplemental application filed by the 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co. for an order 
cancelling lease agreement approved 
April 13, 1933, by order and consent to 
and approval of lease agreement be- 
tween the Illinois Bell and the Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph Co., dated 
April 15, 1933, of certain facilities at 
Wyanet. 

Supplemental application filed by the 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co. for an order 
cancelling the lease agreement approved 
April 13, 1933, 
thorizing the leasing of telephone fa- 
cilities from the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. at Wyanet. 


made in the ; 


provision of | 


and approving and au- | 


KANSAS. 
May 21: Continued hearing on the | 
reasonableness of rates of the South- 


western Bell Telephone Co. in Hutchin- 
son. R. H. Bickler, accountant for the 
city, completed a breakdown of his cost 
study of the Southwestern Bell’s system 
at Hutchinson. 

MICHIGAN. 

May 22: 
the Michigan Bell Telephone Co. under 
which night toll rates are effective 
at 7 p. m., beginning June 1, instead 
of at 8:30 as formerly. Under the old 
schedule an intermediate rate 25 per 
cent lower than the day rate has been 
charged between 7 p. m. and 8:30 p. m., 
followed by a night rate 40 per cent 


less than the day rate after 8:30 p. m. 
Although the change was requested 
by the Michigan Bell Company, it is 
also effective throughout the system of 
the Michigan Associated Telephone Co., 
according to Vice-President and General 
Manager Fred G. Moore of Muskegon. 
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Cook XB is NOT radical in de- 
sign. The design is based on 
thirty years of successful satis- 
factory experience with a steel 


corebox. 


And like its predecessor, Cook 
“All-Steel” protected terminal, 
the XB terminal is living up to 
its reputation 100%. 


So well has the XB served that 
a single telephone company in 
New York State has more than 
12,000 installed. 


For terminals of PROVEN 
MERIT specify COOK. 


Cook Electric Co. 


CHICAGO 








MISSOURI. 

May 14: Order issued fixing the fair 
value of the property of the United 
Telephone Co. used in supplying serv- 
ice to the city of Butler, Bates county, 
at $96,000 and ordered a schedule of 
rates filed that will yield a return of 
6% per cent annually to the company. 

Valuation of the property by the com- 
mission includes both tangibles and in- 
tangibles. The rate of return will yield 
the company on its Butler exchange 
$6,240 per year. The revised schedule 
of rates must be filed with the commis- 
sion: on or before June 15 and become 
effective on July 1. 

June 13: Hearing in Jefferson City 
on complaint of a group of St. Louis 
hotels against the Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Co., postponed to this date 
from May 24. It is alleged in the com- 
plaint that the rates charged by the 
Southwestern Bell for the services ren- 
dered are unfair and inequitable and 
a more favorable schedule is asked. 

It is charged that St. Louis hotels 
have a schedule that is higher than the 
schedules for hotels in other cities 
served by the company. In the answer 
to the complaint the Bell company con- 
tends the hotel rates are matters of 
private contract that in no way affect 
the rates charged the general public. 

NEW JERSEY. 

May 23: The Richland Mutual Rural 
Telephone Co. authorized to sell all its 
assets to the New Jersey Bell Telephone 
Co. The assets include a score of cedar 
poles, a dozen ‘‘ten-pin crossarms” and 
14 magneto telephones. 

New YorK. 

May 27: The New York Telephone 
Co. filed revisions to its tariffs eliminat- 
ing the station-to-station evening toll 


rate beginning June 1. The station-to- 
station night rate formerly effective at 
8:30 p. m. is advanced so as to become 
applicable at 7 p. m. 

The same change became effective 
on interstate toll calls on June 1 and 
the revisions filed with the state com- 
mission make the change effective at 
the same time on intrastate toll rates in 
order that intrastate toll calls will be 
accorded the same treatment as inter- 
state toll calls after June 1. 

June 4: Hearing in Albany before 
Examiner W. T. Wilkinson on petition 
of the Deposit Telephone Co., Inc., to 
issue $5,000 par amount of capital stock 
and $18,000 principal amount of first 
mortgage bonds; and of The Afton In- 
dependent Telephone Co., Inc., for con- 
sent to acquire and hold the stocks and 
bonds. 

June 7: Hearing in Albany 
Chief Telephone Engineer W. E. 
man on complaint of 
Dial-Finger-Wheel Corp., of Albany, 
against the New York Telephone Co. 
as to its refusal to allow certain at- 
tachments to be made to telephones. 


before 
Hin- 
the Telephone 


NorTH CAROLINA. 


May 18: Announcement made of a 
reduction in station-to-station toll rates 
ot the Southern Bell Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. in North Carolina for the 
hours between 7 and 8:30 p. m., effective 
June 1. 

Under the new schedule the present 
night rate, which applies from 8:30 
p. m. until 4:30 a. m. nightly, will start 
at 7 p. m. The reduction was made 
with the consent of the telephone com- 
pany and is interstate as well as intra- 
state, having been approved by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission. 


OHIO. 


May 27: Permission granted the 
Beaverdam Telephone Co. to file a ney 
tariff effective July 1, establishing the 


following rates for new automatic 24. 


hour service: Business independent. 
$4.25; two-party, $3.75, and rural, $3.75 
Residence independent, $3.00; five-party, 
2.00, and rural, $2.00. 

May 27: Ohio Bell Telephone Co. au- 
thorized to file a new schedule for sery-. 
ice at Mentor. This schedule, addi- 
tion to republishing existing charges, 


eliminates the present seasonal require- 


ment of eight months’ service for short 
time installation. This results in the 
application of the prevailing three 


months’ regulation and established a 
new locality rate area with the follow- 
ing rentals: 

Business, independent line, $6.00; two- 
party, $4.50; rural, $3.00; and P. B. X 
trunks, $8.25. Residence, independent, 
$4.00; four-party, $2.50; rural, $2.00, and 
P. B. X. trunks, $5.25. 

May 27: Authority granted the Ohio 
Bell Telephone Co. and the Cincinnati 
& Suburban Bell Telephone Co. to 
revise their toll tariffs by eliminating, 
effective June 1, the present station-to- 
station evening tolls applying from 7:00 
to 8:30 p. m., and applying thereto the 
prevailing night station-to-station tolls 
which heretofore have applied from 
8:30 p. m. to 4:30 a. m. 

OKLAHOMA. 

May 29: Hearing on the commission's 
complaint against the Alma Telephone 
Co., alleging vioiation of its order No. 
201 regarding filing of annual reports 

June 13: Hearing on application of 
citizens of Garber for authority to es 
tablish a mutual telephone exchange. 
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TELERING 


ECONOMY @ RELIABILITY 
Order One NOW for a 30-day Free Trial 


Reliable ringing service is 
essential in providing sat- 
isfactory telephone service. 
Use TELERING and pro- 
vide the 
service at the LEAST cost. 


Current Consumption 
negligible. 
Positively No Radio 
Interference 


Directly converts Commer- 
cial Alternating Current 
to Telephone Ringing Cur- 


can always 
upon our full co-operation 
and prompt service. 
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Discusses the entire industry! 


COMMUNICATION 


By ARTHUR L. ALBERT 


Associate Professor of Communication Engineering, 


A study of the various specialized phases of electrical 
communication as related to the usages of modern 
communication systems. This book presents not only 





TELEPHONY PUBLISHING CORPORATION 
Telephone Wabash 8604 608 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 


ELECTRICAL 


Oregon State College 


theory but a discussion of 
the entire industry. Although 
not highly mathematical, the 
treatment is exact, up-to- 
date, and in accord with 
the highest engineering 
standards. The communi- 
cation engineer will find 
this book a valuable addi- 
tion to his working refer- 
ence library. 
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The Manufacturers’ 
Department 


Automatic Electric’s 
Improved Test Set 


An improved model of the West test 
set, a portable telephone and test unit 
for the detection and location of faults 





Views of the Improved West Test Set. 


yn all types of communication and sig- 
naling circuits, has recently been an- 
nounced by the manufacturer, Auto- 
matic Electric Co., Chicago. 

The set is now furnished with a new 
light-weight hand unit replacing the 
stationary transmitter and headband re- 
ceiver formerly provided. The trans- 
mitter and receiver of this new hand 
unit are joined by a strong yet flexible 
band of clock-spring steel covered with 
leather, permitting the unit to be easil) 
folded for carrying within the case. 

A detachable head-band is also pro- 
vided for those tests where the use of 
both hands is required. 

All of the excellent operating fea- 
tures of this well-known test set, it is 
said, have been retained in improved 
form, permitting the quick detection and 
location of every variety of fault with- 
out opening circuits or interrupting 
their use 

The set is furnished with either an 
aluminum-covered wood case, or a 
leather case—a leather carrying strap 
being provided for either type. The 
whole assembly weighs but 12 pounds. 

eee 


New Time Switch 


for Electrical Circuits 

The Tork Clock Co., Inc., of Mount 
Vernon, N. Y., announces Tymit, a new 
portable plug-in type time switch for 
general domestic uses. Beautifully fin- 


ished in bakelite and chromium, it is 
available in either black or walnut cases. 

With standard 24-hour dial, with ad- 
justable operating arms and complete 
freedom from manual control, Tymit 


finds a ready acceptance for the control 
of radios, refrigerators, protective light- 
ing, portable heaters, fans, window signs 
and spot lights. 

It is also available for wall mounting 
as permanent control of oil burners, fur- 
nace controls, store window lights, poul- 
try house lighting, etc. The portable 
Tymit has a capacity of 660 watts, while 
the installed Tymit controls 1500 watts 

eee 


Power-Level Indicator 
for Railway Telephony 


Improved maintenance practice in 
railway telephony is made possible by 
the use of a multi-range power-level in- 
dicator, according to recent practical 
tests made by the Delaware, Lacka- 
wanna & Western Railroad. The in- 
strument is of a type introduced a short 
time ago for radio and sound equipment 
servicing by the Weston Electrical In- 
strument Corp., Newark, N. J. 

It provides 11 ranges calibrated di- 
rectly in decibels, in addition to five 
voltage ranges from 1% to 150 volts 
A total spread of 56 decibels, indicated 
above or below 6 millivolts for a 500- 
ohm load may be read directly from the 
instrument; a chart on the back of the 





The New Weston Multi-Range Power- 
Level Indicator for Telephone Line and 
Instrument Testing. 
meter gives corrections for decibel read- 
ings on any load of known resistance 
from 5 to 50,000 ohms, at 6 millivolts 

zero level. 
According te a division report, which 
followed initial tests with this instru- 
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that you 
Buy and Install 


GRAY 


TELEPHONE 


PAY 
STATIONS 





They will 
give 
you 

Extra 


Revenue 


Whether your com- 
pany is large or small 
we urge that you allow 
us to cooperate with 
you in making a Pay 
Station survey of your 
territory. 


GRAY TELEPHONE 
PAY STATION CO. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Order Direct or Through 

AMERICAN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC 
SALES CO., Chicago 

GRAYBAR ELECTRIC CO., INC., New 
York, N.Y, 

KELLOGG SWITCHBOARD & SUPPLY 
co., icago 

STROMBERG - CARLSON TELEPHONE 
MFG. CO., Rochester 


other telephone supply house 
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in addition it presents a much neater appearance and is more 


pleasing to the subscriber. 


FIG.13. INSULATION REMOVAL WITH LONG-NOSE PLIERS 
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Window Display of Automatic Electric Sales Co., Ltd., of Chicago, Showing Monophones 
in Art Shades and Foreign Sales Offices Through Which These and Other Telephonic 
Products Are Given World-Wide Distribution. 


ment in the railway field, “it may be in- 
telligently used by regular maintainers, 
as difficult mathematical computations 
are not involved.” 

Applications in such service for which 
the meter proved particularly desirable 
are summarized in the report as fol- 
lows (1) In testing for inductive dis- 
turbance to telephone circuit, it will in- 
licate the induced voltage to ground or 
In test- 
will 
when lines are balanced to others 


across the metallic circuit; (2) 


ing a noisy line for balance, it 
show 
and to ground. 

(3) Transmission efficiency of a 
straight magneto telephone may be de- 
termined at the telephone, without an 
oscillator; (4) With an oscillator, it is 
possible to test the efficiency of 


type of telephone or any of its individ- 


any 


ual units, and to indicate the circuit 
transmission factor. 
eee 


Monophone Display in 
Foreign Trade Week 


Monophones in art 
Automatic Eleetric Co., Chicago, formed 


shades, made by 


the central theme of a window display 
in one of the Chicago downtown offices 


of the Western Union Telegraph Co. 
during the week ending May 25. This 
Period was observed throughout the 


United States as National Foreign Trade 
Week for the purpose of acquainting 
the public with the extent and 
tance of our trade with foreign nations 
and to stimulate among 
manufacturers of export goods. 


impor- 
cooperation 


As a means of adding emphasis to this 


Worldwide program, the foreign cable 


department of the Western Union com- 





pany donated the use of windows in its 
various city offices for display purposes. 
The exhibit at the Western Union office 
at La Salle street and Jackson boule- 
vard, Chicago, was sponsored by Auto- 
matic Electric Sales Co., Limited, gen- 


eral export distributors for Automatic 
Electric Co. 

The display consisted of a number of 
beautiful Monophones in art shades with 
metal fittings, gold and chromium 
plated. Occupying the center of the 
window was a map of the world on 
which the company’s many foreign sales 
representatives were indicated. 

eee 


Washington Convention 
Changed to Spokane 
It has been necessary for the Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association of Wash- 
ington to change the meeting place for 
its annual convention on June 21 
22 from Ellensburg to Spokane, due to 
the illness of John Faust, manager ot 
the Ellensburg (Wash.) Telephone Co., 
who had planned active participation in 
the convention plans. J. W. Baker, of 
Spokane, is secretary-treasurer of the 
association, and E. R. Hannibal, of Ev- 


and 


erett, is president. 
. - . J 
Recent Prices in 
the Metal Markets 


New York City, N. Y., June 3: Cop- 
per—Quiet. Electrolytic spot and fu- 
ture, Blue Eagle, 9.00c per 1b.; export, 


8.02@8.27c per lb. Tin—Barely steady. 
Spot and nearby, 51.25c per lb.; future, 
50.15c. Iron—Quiet. No. 2, f. o. b. 
ern Pennsylvania, $19.50 per ton; 
falo, $18.50; Alabama, $14.50. 


east- 
But- 





Since the Earliest Days 
of this Century 








<> 


Thirty-five years of concentration 


problem of producing the best possible Tele- 


phone Wire. Thirty-five years of improving 
manufacturing methods, of checking and 
improving construction and materials. 


Thirty-five years under the acid test of actual 
of Telephone Companies 
throughout the world. When you buy Whitney 
Blake Telephone Wire you buy more than con- 


use by hundreds 


ductor and insulating material. 


Telephone 


the 





Wire 


RUBBER COVERED 
COPPERWELD - BRONZE - COPPER 


DROP - 


INSIDE and BRIDLE 


MANUFACTURED BY 


The Whitney Blake Co. 


SOLE SELLING AGENTS IN JU. S. A. 





Gray baR 


ELECTRIC 


FOREIGN DISTRIBUTORS: 


International Standard Electric Corporation, 


COMPANY 


67 Broad St., N. Y. C. 
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TELEPHONE ENGINEER 


Appraisals, Rate Surveys, 
More than 750 companies have been served. 


1038-9 Lemcke Bldg. Indianapolis 














JOHN M. COOK 
TELEPHONE ENGINEER 
APPRAISALS RATE STUDIES 


Determination of ‘Exchange Costs Incident to 
the Furnishing of Toll Service. 


Five Ivy St. Bldg. ATLANTA, GA. 











COFFEY SYSTEM 


Exclusive Telephone Accountants 
CERTIFIED 
Systems Installed 
Audits and Special Services 
CENTRAL ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT 
Consolidated Bidg., Indianapolis 














Consulting Telephone Engineer 


“Modernization of 
Equipment and Methods 
for Improved Service” 


GARRISON BABCOCK 
1104 Third Avenue, Seattle, Washington 














Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wacker Drive CHICAGO 














ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH AND BOGGS 
Certified Public Accountants 





901-7 Continental Bank Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
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Brief Telephone News 


New Companies 


and Incorporations 

HENDERSON, NEB.—The Henderson Tel- 
ephone Co. has been incorporated with 
a capital stock of approximately $1,500. 
Officers are: President, J. J. Huebert; 
and J. J. Kroeker, secretary-treasurer. 
W. W. Janzen, A. J. Friesen and P. J. 
Retzlaff are other incorporators. 

Lima, On10o.—Charter issued to the 
Deshler Crescent Telephone Co., with 
main offices in Lima, for a capitaliza- 
tion of 500 shares with no par value. 
The company, it is stated, has been 
chartered with a view to the reorgani- 
zation of the telephone properties at 
Deshler and Crescent. The incorpora- 
tors were W. E. Hamaker, H. W. Katt- 
man and D. B. Evans. 

SHATTUCK, OKLA—The Independent 
Farmers Rural Telephone Co. here has 
been incorporated with a capital stock 
of $500. G. M. Harrell, Gage; Wayne 
P. Dunnihoo and Roy N. Dunnihoo, 
Shattuck, are the incorporators. 

CARROLLTON, Texas—Articles of in- 
corporation have been filed by the Car- 
rollton Telephone Co., Inc., for the pur- 
pose of operating telephone and tele- 
graph lines, having a capital stock of 


$10,000. The incorporators are Lilias 
N. Cooner, H. A. Cooner and B. B. 
Basye. 


PARADISE, OrE.—The Deer Creek Tele- 
phone Co. has filed articles of incorpo- 
ration with a capital stock of $100. The 
incorporators are Twaine Bodmer, Clif- 
ford Kuhn and Lynn R. Johnson. 


Franchises 

EUGENE, OrE.—The Coon Ridge Tele- 
phone Co. has applied for a franchise to 
maintain and operate a telephone line 
over certain county roads leading from 
the Coburg road, a short distance north 
of Eugene, through the Norkenzie dis- 
trict as far as W. A. Ayres’ residence 
in the forks of the McKenzie and Wil- 
lamette rivers. 


Telephones Gained 

MUSKEGON, Micu.—The Michigan As- 
sociated Telephone Co. reports that the 
largest net gain in telephones since the 
upward trend started about two years 
ago was recorded in April with a Mus- 
kegon exchange increase of 303. A net 
gain of 863 was recorded throughout 
the system during April as the result 
of a state-wide sales contest. 

Long distance business of the Mus- 
kegon exchange showed an increase of 
more than 5 per cent during April and 
is still on the upgrade. 


Construction 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—The Indiana Bell 
Telephone Co. has installed a new tele- 
phone system for the Indianapolis 
Power & Light Co., supplying a Co- 
ordinated communication service con- 
necting the various departments and 
different plants. The main switchboard, 
controlling the entire system and 
manually-operated, is located in the 


Morris street plant, with two positions , 


handling 80 lines and connecting with 
a 701A dial system. 

SAFFORDVILLE, KANsS.—The Saffordville 
Telephone Co. has built a new office 
building here and installed all new office 
equipment. The company has also re- 
placed all the old wire and poles in 
town with new treated poles, cable 
and new wire. 


TELEPHONY & June 8, 1935 





B. J. Brickey is manager of th« com. 
pany, whose plant has now been placed 
in first-class condition for rendering eff. 
cient telephone service to its subscribers, 

CoLuMBus, OHIO.—Work involving the 
expenditure of $40,000, which will ex. 
tend over a period of about nine months, 
is being started in the northeastern sec. 


tion of this city by the Ohio Bel! Tele. 
phone Co. The plans call for the gen- 
eral rehabilitation of the company’s out. 


side plant in that territory. 

The work just starting on the reha- 
bilitation of outside plant is a part of 
an originally-scheduled program involy- 
ing the expenditure of $130,000. 

The removal of the old plant in Bex- 
ley, a suburb, and the placing of new 
equipment, which will cost $27,000, is 
nearing completion. Work in two por. 
tions of the northern section of Colum- 
bus costing around $42,000 has been 
completed, as has also another job cost- 
ing $15,000, which consisted of placing 
the first submarine telephone cable in 
the city. This was constructed across 
the Olentangy river to connect the 
Kingswood exchange with the remain- 
der of the city’s telephone system. 


Elections 

Ayr, OntT., Can.—A. E. Watson was 
elected president of the Ayr Telephone 
Co. at the 26th annual meeting held 
here. Dr. W. Woolner and D. R. Lillico 
were elected to three-year terms as di- 
rectors. A. M. Rice and F. E. Robinson 
were appointed auditors for the ensuing 
year. 

Following the shareholders’ meeting, 
additional officers were elected, includ- 
ing: Albert Gillespie, vice-president; 
J. G. Fair, secretary-treasurer; and Wil- 
liam Manson, managing director. 

GANANOQUE, ONnT., CAN.—David Demp- 
ster was elected president of the South 
Leeds & Pittsburg Rural Telephone Co. 
at the annual meeting. W. J. Webb was 
elected to the vice-presidency. O. A 
Bogart is secretary-treasurer for the 
ensuing year. 

St. WILLIAMS, ONT., Can.—At the an- 
nual meeting of the Unger Telephone 
System held here, Lloyd Kelly was 
elected president and appointed man- 
ager for the ensuing year. James Start- 
ling was elected vice-president; Ernest 
White, secretary-treasurer; and direc- 
tors, Clark Smith and Norman Dewdney, 
the latter replacing the late Fred 
Brown. Ross Quick and Mr. Dewdney 
were appointed auditors. 


PALESTINE, ILL.—At a recent meeting 
stockholders of the LaMotte Co-operative 
Telephone Co. re-elected as directors 
Matthew Fife, David Templeton, George 
Dickinson, and Harlin Baker. Hold- 
over directors are A. D. Pifer, J. P. 
Goodwin and Harry Wesner. 

Following the meeting of the stock- 
holders the directors elected officers as 
follows: President, A. D. Pifer; vice 
president, J. P. Goodwin; treasurer, 
Matthew Fife. 

The personnel of the board and com- 
pany’s officers are, therefore, the same 
as in 1934. 

MuLBERRY, IND.—The annual meeting 
of the Mulberry Co-operative Telephone 
Co. was held recently. The annual re 
port shows further payments on the 
company’s indebtedness. The following 
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ADDING MACHINES 


Burroughs Adding Machine Company, 
Second Bivd., Detroit, Mich. — Adding, 
Bookkeeping, Calculating, Billing and Ac- 


counting Machines, Electric Carriage Type- 
writers, Standard Typewriters, Operator 
Correct-Posture Chairs. Burroughs ma- 
chines are in use today in hundreds of 
progressive telephone companies throughout 
the country. 


BATTERIES—DRY CELLS 


Bond Electric Corporation, 257 Cornelison 
Ave., Jersey City, N. J.—Bond Telephone 
Dry Cells, Bond Flashlights and Batteries, 
Industrial Flashlights and Batteries, Bond 
Dry Batteries, Storage Batteries, Voltpruf 
Special Flashlights for linemen, Victor 
Telephone Cells and Bond Formula 1216 
Inhibitor, ideal for keeping the cooling sys- 
tem of trucks and service cars free from 
rust, scale and corrosion. 

Burgess Battery Co., Freeport, ili.— 
Burgess Flashlights and Uni-Cel Flashlight 
Batteries—for dependability and service. 
The Burgess Twin-Six Telephone Battery 
—a 3-volt unit designed to replace two No. 
6 cells, with longer life, lighter weight, 
smaller size and a leakproof case. The 
Burgess Little-Six—replaces the old type 
No. 6 cell, is smaller and lighter, will not 
ooze or bulge, has all the electrical ca- 
pacity of the standard No. 6 cell. 

National Carbon Company, 30 E. 42nd St., 
New York.—‘“‘Columbia” Telephone Dry 
Batteries; “Eveready” Flashlights, Flash- 
light Batteries and Long Life Dry Cells, 
“National Pyramid” brushes, carbon, graph- 
ite and metal graphite for motors, gener- 
ators and rotary converters. “Eveready” 
Prestone anti-freeze; “Eveready” Rustone 
rust preventive; and “Eveready” Air Cell 
telephone operators’ transmitter batteries. 

Ray-O-Vac Company Madison, Wis. 
—Ray-O-Vac telephone batteries — longer 
life and better service proven by tests in 
accordance with U. vernment stand- 
ards and records of users. Ray-O-Vac 
flashlights and industrial flashlight bat- 
teries are other items showing Ray-O-Vac’s 
outstanding quality. 


BATTERIES—STORAGE 


The Electric Storage Sgttery Company, 
Allegheny Ave. and 19th St., Philadelphia, 
Pa.—Exide Storage Batteries. Branches: 
Boston, New York, Rochester, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, Washington, Atlanta, Cincin- 
nati, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, Kansas 
City, Minneapolis, St. Louis, Denver, San 
Francisco and Seattle. 


BATTERY CHARGING 
EQUIPMENT 


General Electric Company, Bridgeport, 
Conn.—Tungar battery chargers. G-E pole 
line hardware. Cable filling compound. 


CABLE—LEAD ENCASED 


American Electrical Works, Phillipsdale, 
R. 1.—Paper telephone cable, switchboard 
cable, bare copper wire. Chicago Office: 
20 N. Wacker Drive; Cincinnati: Traction 
Bidg.; New York: 100 E. 42nd St. 


British Insulated Cables, Ltd., Surrey 
House, Embankment, W. C. 2, Factory: 
Prescot, Lancashire, England.—Telephone 


cable of all sizes and capacities. 

General Cable Corporation, 420 Lexington 
Ave., New York, Y.—Paper telephone 
cables of standardized manufacture for 
over forty years. Weatherproof and in- 
sulated copperweld drop wire. 
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Eugene F. Phillips Electrical Works, Ltd., 
Montreal, Can.—For any type of wire or 
cable used in telephone, telegraph or power 
work get in touch with “Phillips.” Manu- 
facturers of bare and insulated copper 
wires, rubber insulated wires, enameled 
wire, magnet wire, telephone cables, power 
cables, switchboard cables, flexible cords, 
copper rods, etc. 


CABLE RINGS 


National Telephone Supply Company, 5100 
Superior Ave., Cleveland, Ohio.—National 
Cable Rings, National Splicing Sleeves, 
Non-Breakable Messenger Cable Hangers, 
Marlin and Swisher Cable Hangers and 
Custom Galvanizers. National cable rings 
are practical because they are two-way,— 
they allow the cable to be pulled in either 
direction. National sleeves make secure 
the weakest points in the line. If it’s a 
splice—make it a National. 


CABLE TERMINALS 


Cook Electric Company, 2700 Southport 
Ave., Chicago, ill.—Protective Pole Cable 
Terminals, Unprotected Pole Cable Termi- 
nals, central office protection, lighting ar- 
resters, sleeves, fuses. 

Reliable Electric Company, 3145 Carroll 
Ave., Chicago, til—Complete line of cable 
terminals, telephone and switchboard pro- 
tectors, sleeves, fuses, solderless wire con- 
nectors and specialties. 


CARBON DIAPHRAGMS 


Noris Carbon Company, Inc., 160 6th Ave., 
New York, N. Y.—Carbon diaphragms, car- 
bon back plates, granular and globular 
carbons, lightning arresters. 


CONDUIT 


Brazil Hollow Brick & Tile Company, 
Brazil, ind.—Makers of Brazil Vitrified Tile. 
Conduit. 


CORDS, CABLE AND WIRE 


Lenz Electric Manufacturing Co., 1751 N. 
Western Ave., Chicago—Established 1904— 
telephone and switchboard cords for all 

es of equipment, braided and lead- 
covered telephone cable, flame—proof jumper 
—_ interior telephone wire, switchboard 
wire. 


CORDS AND WIRE 


Runzel Cord & Wire Co., 4727-31 Montrose 
Ave., Chicago—Telephone and Switchboard 
Cords, Flame-proof Jumper Wire, Switch- 
board Wire, Interior Telephone Wire. W. 
L. Runzel, President, has devoted over 40 
years to the making of fine telephone cords. 


ELAPSED TIME RECORDERS 


Caiculagraph Company, 50 Church St., 
New York, N. Y. culagraph is the 
world’s standard elapsed time recorder and 
gives you toll records printed with elapsed 
time to the second. th spring driven and 
electric motor models are available. 


POLES 


B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., Min- 
neapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar poles. 
Pentrex Butt Treated or Plain. 

Alfred E. Cowling, Scotstown, Quebec.— 
Eastern cedar poles, plain or butt treated. 

MacGillis & Gibbs Company, Milwaukee, 
Wis.—Northern White and Western Red 
Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. Imme- 
diate quotations on request. 

Michigan Pole & Tie Company, Newberr 
and Grand Rapids, Mich. — “Poles wit 
Character.”” Northern White and Western 
Red Cedar. Strategically located pe. 
Minneapolis, Minn., and Reed City (Lower 
Michigan), insure quick deliveries. 
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Naugle Pole & Tie Co., 5 South Wabash 
Ave., Chicago, Ill. Northern White and 
Western Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt- 


treated. Let us quote you our new low 
prices. 

H. Sigalet & Company, Ltd., Lumby, 8B. 
C., Canada — Western Red Cedar Poles 


Plain or Butt treated. 

Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Doswell 
Ave., St. Paul, Minn.—Finished Cedar Poles 
Plain or Butt treated. 


SUPPLIES, SWITCHBOARDS 
AND INSTRUMENTS 


American Automatic Electric Sales Com- 
pany, 1033 West Van Buren Street, Chicago, 
ill.—Public Automatic eeeene Systems, 
Private Automatic Telephone Systems, 
Central Battery and Magneto Manual Tele- 
phone Switchboards, Remote Control 
Switchboards, Telephone Instruments of all 
types, Battery Eliminators, Charging 
Equipment, Signaling and Control Appa- 
ratus, Cords, Wires, Cables, Monotype Cop-— 
perweld Drop Wire, and a complete line of 
construction materials and supplies. 

Automatic Electric Company, 1033 W. 
Van Buren St., Chicago, Iil.—Public Auto- 
matic Dial Systems, Private Automatic 
Dial Systems, Telephones, relays, signal- 
ling and control equipment. 

Automatic Electric Company, Ltd., Mil- 
ton Road, Edge Lane, Liverpool, England. 
—Automatic Telephone Equipment. 

Automatic Electric Sales Company, Ltd., 
1027 W. Van Buren St., Chicago, Ii!.—Pub- 
lic Automatic Dial Systems, vate Auto- 
matic Dial Systems, Manual Telephone 
Equipment, telephones, storage batteries, 
wire, cable, poles. etc. 

Kettegs Switchboard & Supply Company, 
Adams Aberdeen Sts., Chicago, ti!.—Ein- 
gineers and designers, manufacturers and 
suppliers of complete equipment for tele- 
phone exchanges and commmpnsention ore. 


tems. Manufacturers of ‘“Maste 
Common Battery. eto and PBX 
Switchboards, “ terphone” Telephone 


Instruments, and a complete line of tele- 
phone supplies, including bronze drop and 
interior wire. 

North Electric Manufacturing Company, 
Galion, Ohio—Machine switching telephone 
systems. Automanual and Automatic. 
Relay” Switching Apparatus (Dialless and 


Dial Control). Unattended Satellite Sys- 
tems. 

Siemens Brothers & Company, Ltd., 
Woolwich, England—Automatic and Man- 


ual Telephone Equipment. 

Stromberg-—Carison Telephone Manufac- 
turing Company, 100 Carison Road, Roches- 
ter, R. Y=— Telephone apparatus of all 
kinds, switchboard cords, cable and general 
telephone supplies. 


TOOLS 


Crescent Tool Co., Jamestown, N. Y.— 
CRESTOLOY Pliers, Curved Needle Nose 
Pliers, Heavy Diagonal Cutting Pliers, 
Linemen’s Side Cutting Pliers, End Cutting 
Nippers, Crescent Hack Saws. 


TRANSMITTER REPAIRS 


The Telephone Repair Shop, 1760 Lunt 
Ave., Chicago, !ll.—Transmitters completely 
rebuilt and arranged for either magneto or 
Cc. B. service. Transmitter fronts and 
backs refinished in black. 

buttons cleaned and r . Receivers re- 
paired; ringer coils and generator armatures 
rewound. 
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CLASSIFIED SECTION 


Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. Minimum charge 
$2.00 for 20 words or less. 






























EQUIPMENT 


Western Electric No. 46 Common Bat- 


RECONSTRUCTED 


tery Induction Colle @.ccccccccccses $ .55 
Kellogg No. 79 C. B. Induction Coils @ .45 
Stromberg-Carlson No 27A Receiver 

with repolished shell and new cord @ 1.10 
Automatic Elec Slip-type Receivers 


with repolished shell and new cord @ 95 
Bryant No. 5190 D.P.D.T. 15-Amp. Knife 

Switches @ . 
Kellogg No 28 Local Battery Ind 

Coils @ . a ve a rr ‘ 40 
New Leich Elec. Hand Set, with West- 

ern Elec. No, 240 3-bar 1000-1600 or 

2500 ohm external post connection 

signal set @ “ ° 14.19 
Stromberg-Carlson No. 896 5-bar 1600- 

ohm Bdg. compacts @ .. R , 9.50 
Western Elec No. 20 desk stand with 

Monarch Trans & Slip-type Rec 

complete with W. E. No. 240 3-bar 


1000-1600 or 2500 ohm external post 
connection signal set @ re Pr 7.75 
Kellogg No 15 3-bar Generator with 


screws and crank @ $1.85—4-bar @. 2 
Kellogg No. 22 or Western Elec. No 

329 Transmitters, complete with backs 
Model No. 6, Style C, Flush-type, Spring- 

driven CALCULAGRAPH REBUILT 

@ 26.50 


REBUILT ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT co. 
1940 West 2ist St., Pilsen Sta. 
Chicago, Ml. 


FOR SALE 














TRANSMITTERS 


REPAIRED AND REBUILT 
Cuaranteed Quality—Any Quantity 
Baked, black, velvet finish, New granular 
carbon. Work hip, adj ts and tests 
made with the latest and most improved 

apparatus. 50c each less backs. 
Full information on request 


TELEPHONE REPAIR SHOP 


Rogers Park Station Chicago 














| 

NEW LOW PRICES 
| Practically new No. | Wire Grips, $1.00 each. | 
| Refinished like new, late-type push-in, folding | 
| door telephone booths, $24.00 each. Also Line- | 
men's Tool Boxes, 40''x20''x!7"' deep, $2.00 each. | 
| Prices F.O.B. Chicago. 


| W. M. MILLER & SONS | 
| 2553 W. Madison St. Chicago, 7 




















NEED TOLL TICKETS? 
Write: Specialty Printers, 
Bristol, Tenn. 













TEST SET 
Lineman’s test set 
with finder coil for 
locating distance and 
direction to trouble. 


ent on 
STEWART BROS. 








$31.00 — 


MAGNETO 
HAND SET 
TELEPHONE 































(New Leich Hand Set) 


3 bar 1000 ohm..... $13.85 


4 bar 1600 ohm..... 14.25 
5 bar 1600 or 2500 
IE atch gs: & Sn) a ees 58 14.50 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE 
AND SUPPLY CO. 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 





FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Entire capital stock and 
property of the Rowan Telephone Com- 
pany, Inc., Granite Quarry, North Caro- 
lina. Three exchanges within a radius of 
ten miles. Modern automatic equipment 
throughout. Company owns ground and 
buildings on which equipment is housed. 
Inquiries invited. C. W. Taylor & Com- 
pany, Garrett Building, Baltimore, Mary- 
land. 











WANTED TO BUY 





WANTED TO BUY—100 No. 12-A 
Western Electric protectors in good con- 
dition with or without fuses and carbons. 
J. W. Flint, Empire Pipeline Co., Bartles- 
ville, Oklahoma. 








WANTED 


CABLE SPLICING or other telephone 
construction or repair work wanted. Small 
jobs within driving distance especially so- 
licited, but will go anywhere. Full outfit, 
tools and instruments. Eldon Eckles, Blue 
Earth, Minn. 








REHABILITATION, maintenance or 
installation work. Familiar with all types 
common battery and magneto switchboards. 
20 years’ experience. References. Go any- 
where. Address 8448, care of TELEPHONY. 

















Competent telephone man experienced in 
all branches, desires position with active 
company. Will furnish A-1 reference; go 
anywhere, moderate salary. Address 8434, 
care TELEPHONY. 
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officers were reelected: Albert E. Miller. 
president; M. E. Kleinsmith, secretary: 
H. C. Cook, treasurer. Directors are 
Mr. Miller, Mr. Kleinsmith, James | 
Bryan, John W. Grice, Hugh L. Hen. 
drickson, Van B. Taylor and Richard A 
Burris. 

Mr. VERNON, IND.—Stockholders of the 
Caborn Telephone Co. have reelected al] 
directors, who in turn reelected al! offi- 
cers. They are: Laslie Utley, presi- 
dent; Charles Slygh, vice-president; 
Elza Utley, secretary-treasurer, and Las- 
lie Utley, Slugh, Elza Utley, Henry 
Loehr, Fred Willma, Fred Schrieber 
and Ed Steinkamp, directors. 

THORNTOWN, IND.—At the annual meet- 
ing of stockholders of the Thorntown 
Telephone Co., Earl Reeves and Will 
Endres were elected to the board of 
directors. Watson Masters and Ray 
Milikan were reelected directors. Offi 
cers elected by the board are: Presi- 
dent, Watson Masters; vice-president, 
Ray Milikan; secretary-treasurer, Lewis 
Beesley; general manager, M. L. Clou- 
ser; and superintendent, Earl Reeves. 

SAVANNAH, Mo.—At the 33rd annual 
meeting of the Andrew County Mutual 
Telephone Co., G. C. Sparks was chosen 
chairman of the board of directors and 
Harry Latham, secretary. The same 
board of 1934 was reelected as follows: 
C. E. Caldwell, J. G. Thorburn, Elias 
Wrigley, Grover Duff, Elmer Weakley 

CLOVERDALE, Ont10o.—Directors of the 
Cloverdale Telephone Co. have elected 
John Knippen, president; L. C. Shafer, 
vice-president, and Paul C. Andrews, 
secretary-treasurer. 


Miscellaneous 

New LISKEARD, ONT., CAN.—By a vote 
of seven to four recently the standing 
orders committee of the Canadian House 
of Commons at Ottawa approved the 
Dominion charter application recently 
made by the Northern Telephone Co 
with head offices at New Liskeard. 

Approval by this committee now per- 
mits the application to come before the 
present session of the federal parlia- 
ment. The Northern Telephone Co. at 
present operates in Northern Ontario 
and Quebec provinces, having several 
exchanges serving the scattered mining 
communities in those areas. It oper- 
ates in Ontario under a provincial char- 
ter and under a license in the Province 
of Quebec. 

WEstTBorO, ONT., CAN.—Mrs. Annie 
Flynn, at 70 years young, is one of the 
oldest operators setting up connections 
on lines of the Bell Telephone Co. of 
Canada. For almost a quarter-century, 
Mrs. Flynn has been well and favor- 
ably known in the Westport area where 
she began work with the rural lines 
that preceded the Bell company’s entry 
here. She has a part-time assistant to 
help her at the switchboard serving 
both rural and urban subscribers. 

CLEVELAND, OnIo.— The steamer 
“Greater Detroit,” of the D. & C. Line, 
is the first passenger steamer on the 
Great Lakes to use the ship-to-shore 
radio telephone. The Lorain County 
Radio Corp. installed the equipment. 
The Greater Detroit will be the fifth 
Great Lakes vessel to use this form of 
communication. 

RAVENNA, OHIO.—Miss Jennie Shu- 
man, Kent librarian, has announced the 
reinstallation of a telephone in the Kent 
Library. The telephone was removed 
two years ago when funds for the 
library were reduced. 
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